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You could look for better insur- 
ance, but you’d just be spinnin 
your wheels. Dairyland Motorcycle 
Insurance offers good rates, oO 
service, and a way to spread Out pre- 
mium payments. There’s even a way 
to get a full year’s protection for less 
than a full year’s premium. So talk to 
ge One of our 40,000 Inde- 
Gia Ay: WN pendent Agents. 
ee ee And stop spinning 


~ your wheels. 


Dairyland. 
Insurance 


@ 


Motorcycle Insurance. 
| ,.Good rates for good riders. 


"In Texas, available through Dairyland County*Mutual Insurance Company. 
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Don't depend on it 
when it comes to protecting 
your pets and livestock. 


For the most reliable animal care, see your 
veterinarian. By training and experience, 
he is best qualified to protect your animals 
against sickness and disease. 


Helping in this important work is 
Norden Laboratories. From our Lin- 
coln headquarters, we have been 
supplying the nation’s veterinarians 
with quality biologicals and phar- 
maceuticals for more than 60 years. 
Many of our products are veterinar- 
ians’ number one choice for con- 
trolling common animal diseases. 
Norden’s rabies vaccines and ca- 
nine heartworm tablets, for exam- 
ple, are used by more veterinari- 
ans than any competitive products 
manufactured for the same di- 
seases. 


Other Norden products are for use 
in food-producing animals. ‘Scour- 
Guard 3’ and ‘Life-Guard’ are used 
extensively in cattle country for 
controlling neonatal scours, a chief 
cause of calf mortality. In the swine 
belt, ‘PR-Vac’ is recognized as the 
most effective vaccine for immuniz- 
ing pigs against pseudorabies, a 
costly disease of the central ner- 
vous and respiratory system. 


These and other fine Norden prod- 
ucts are available through your 
veterinarian. Contact him for the 
game plan best suited to ensur- 
ing your animals’ health and pro 
ductivity. 


NORDEN 


LABORATORIES 


Lincoln, Nebraska 68501 U.S.A. 
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MIAMI VICE 
Dear Huskers: 

When the 1983 Cornhuskers lost by 
a point to Miami in the 1984 Orange 
Bowl, you didn’t see Tom Osborne be- 
having poorly. Everybody knew that 
Nebraska had, by far, the best team in 
1983, yet they ended up No. 2. Nebras- 
ka has a class act. Jimmy Johnson is a 
cry baby. Johnson, go stick an orange 
up your nose. 
Marc Kaplan 
Santa Fe, N.M. 


Dear Huskers: 

Jimmy Johnson and his team finally 
proved what they are: a bunch of arro- 
gant cry babies. I realized this during 
the Orange Bow! when Miami played 
Nebraska. First, he encouraged celebra- 
tion dances after every play. Next, with 
his team up by 20 points, he is pouting 
on the sidelines about every single call 
by the refs. Finally, he wants more 
points. He tried to “‘run up” the score 
to show everyone that they’re the best 
team in the country. 

Johnson showed me that he and his 
team should be considered the scum of 
college football. Thank God for Tom 
Osborne. 

Eric Modrak 
Durham, N.C. 


Dear Huskers: 

I would like to comment on Bob 
Cochrane’s letter that appeared in the 
January issue. I would have to say that 
most of Bob’s comments are fairly un- 
true. I believe that the officials did a 
very good job on the game, but I do 
agree that Miami should not be allowed 
to play in a bowl game held in the 
Orange Bowl. This is grossly unfair to 
the opposition, and I am convinced this 
has definitely influenced the outcome of 
Miami's infamous “upset” Orange Bowl 
victories. 

Another point I believe should be 
reviewed is that Jimmy Johnson should 
take some coaching etiquette lessons 
from Tom Osborne. Any coach who is 
ahead 23-3 with less than six minutes 
remaining, leaves his first string defense 
in, and tries to run up the score (like 
J.J. did) shows a definite lack of class. 


LETTERS 


It makes him look bad in the eyes of 
everyone. Tom Osborne would never do 
this; he has more class than that. 

As Husker fans we have nothing to be 
embarrassed about, and I believe Tom 
Osborne should be commended for an 
excellent and exciting season, and for 
keeping his composure in a dismal 
Orange Bowl loss. 

Terran Woolley 
Osborne, Kan. 


ATTITUDE ADJUSTMENT 
Dear Huskers: 

I have been a Nebraska Cornhusker 
fan all my life. I was born and raised 
in Nebraska and remember vividly ev- 
ery Saturday afternoon listening to Big 
Red play on the radio. In my early adult 
years, I lived in Lincoln, and if I did not 
have tickets to the game, I would love 
to shop downtown Lincoln as the game 


was played in every store and the at- 


FREEDOM OF SPEECH 


FROM 


LT&T CELLULAR. “SSG; 


~~ 
FS 


LIST Cellular frees you to leave the office and still con- 
duct business. Frees you to turn travel time into produc- 
tive time. Frees you to place and receive calls from just 


about anywhere. Make every day your 


Independence Day, Call 
LT&T Cellular and ask 
about Freedom of Speech. 


486-7266 
Lincoln Telephone 


CELLULAR 


— 


ea Es 
Co Ea Ge 
78:19") 
fo) (oa 
staf sia 
Fen 


Huskers Illustrated 7 


mosphere was exciting. I have been a no 
matter what the record. 

Upon moving to Arizona, my interest 
in Nebraska football has never wai- 
vered. The games are available through 
a Phoenix radio station. I have cheered 
for Big Red in their Arizona outings, at- 
tending two of their games here and 
cheering (once when I had ASU tick- 
ets). I have traveled to California two 
times when Nebraska played UCLA. 

Never have I been as disappointed in 
a performance by our team as I was at 
the fall °88 UCLA game and the Jan. 
2, 1989 Orange Bowl. The talent on the 
team this fall was obvious. The lack of 
preparation for the opponent's strengths 
was also obvious. The team was a young 
team, and it would be understandable 
that progress would develop in the 
young players from September to Janu- 
ary. Not so. 

Tom Osborne is a good person, but 
I feel very strongly that he has let the 
players and fans down by these two per- 


A Great Front Line. 


A Great-Rate 


Line 


1-800-728-4242 


(when calling in Omaha, 334-4500) 


Nebraska has the Great Front Line. 
We have the GREAT-RATES, day-in and day-out. And 
now you find out what those rates are, 24-hours a day, 
everyday! Call our toll-free Great-Rate Line to get up- 
to-the-minute quotes on some of the most competitive 
interest rates around on your savings deposit. 
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letters _ 


formances. Yes, Nebraska played good 
teams, but that is no excuse. The de- 
velopment of talent is the head coach’s 
responsibility as well as the recruitment 
of that talent. 

Nebraska will always be No. 1, but 
I’m afraid I feel it is time for a coach- 
ing attitude change. 

Betty O'Neill 
Tempe, Ariz. 


Dear Huskers: 

The Cornhusker defense played a 
game that could have been won (in the 
Orange Bowl). The offense was in com- 
plete disarray. Conclusion: no overall 
organization. Discipline: Miami was 
fast. However, their players continual- 
ly noted, “We played with great inten- 
sity.” Nebraska players noted, “The key 
is to execute and we didn’t.’ Not once 
was intensity mentioned. Conclusion: 
no discipline, no intensity. 

Buddy Ryan, coach of the Phildelphia 
Eagles was asked his opinion on how 


All deposits insured up to $100,004) per account by the FSLIC 


football should be played. He said foot- 
ball is similar to a war, and to win you 
had to assume a similar set of circum- 
stances. The difference was that football 
players were very fortunate to be play- 
ing with a football and not weapons and 
live ammunition. 

Having spent over 32 years in the 
military and a number of command po- 
sitions, I agree with Coach Ryan. Thank 
goodness the Orange Bow! was only a 
game because had it been other than 
that, the Huskers would have suffered 
50 percent casualties in the first 20 
minutes. 

Loyal Husker fans who support the 
program are at least entitled to an all- 
out performance even if it is in defeat. 
G.S. Summers 
Lincoln, Neb. 


We want to hear your comments and 
answer your questions. Please address 
them to ‘‘Letters,’’ P.O. Box 83222, Lin- 
coln, NE 68501. 8 
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Cornhuskers Sign 
Grade-A Class 


Tom Osborne was pleased that his 22 recruits were all first-line choices. 


he best in Texas, the tops on the 
East and West Coast and the smal- 
lest class from Nebraska ever. 

That summation would best typify the 
1988-89 football recruiting season for 
Nebraska. 

The Cornhuskers landed just three 
scholarship recruits from Nebraska, the 
smallest in-state group ever, but they 


signed seven native Texans and even one 
Oklahoman among the 22 scholarship 
recruits this year. 

The best part of the whole class, ac- 
cording to NU head coach Tom Os- 
borne, was that Nebraska basically got 
what it wanted. 

“We try to rank-order the recruits by 
position, and I believe about 12 of the 


FROM WHENCE THEY CAME IN THE 80s 


22 commitments were at the top of their 
category: quarterback, running back, 
whatever,’ Osborne said. 

“That’s an unusually high percentage. 
Normally, we probably have five or six 
or seven we put down as No. 1. Of 
course, that all goes back on our judg- 
ment. If we don’t see things accurately, 
then that doesn’t mean much. But as- 


Recruiting in the 1980s is over for Nebraska. Signees have come from 27 states and almost every geographic region 


except an alley running from the Deep South to the Eastern Great Lakes area. 
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suming we know what we’re doing, 
that’s a very good percentage of top 
people.” 

Among the top recruits at their posi- 
tions were running back Derek Brown 
of Servite High School in Anaheim, 
Calif.; lineman Lance Larson of Moor- 
head, Minn.; tight end Billy Wade of 
Westfield High in Houston; lineman 
Mike Jefferson of Garland, Tex.; line- 
backer Troy Branch of Camden, N.J.; 
quarterback Marvin Callies of Boling, 
Tex.; and safety John Reece of Jersey 
Village High in Houston. 

“We have what we call a ‘B’ list, 
where we’ll have maybe eight or nine 
offensive linemen, eight or nine defen- 
sive linemen, two or three quarterbacks, 
four or five running backs,’ Osborne 
said. “And we'll say, we would take any 
one of these guys if he wanted to come. 
That would be a ‘B’ ranking. A “B’ rank- 
ing would be somebody we would con- 
sider taking if we were striking out with 
the ‘A’ players. 

“We didn’t take anybody from what 
we would call the ‘B’ list this year; there 
weren't any fall-back type things.” 

Nebraska’s recruiting of its top 
prospects went so fast the only problem 
was turning down some of the top play- 
ers in the country. 

Nebraska was all but done by Jan. 23, 
with 22 oral commitments to sign na- 
tional letters-of-intent. 

Nebraska’s top choices in Nebraska, 
Lance Lundberg of Wausa, David Noo- 
nan of Lincoln Northeast and Mike An- 
derson of Grand Island, were committed 
by early December. 

The rest of the in-state recruits never 
fell in line. Nebraska hoped to sign 
Omaha Creighton Prep’s Junior Bryant, 
named the Offensive Lineman of the 
Year by the Atlanta Touchdown Club, 
but he hesitated and then decided he 
wanted to leave the state for college. He 
signed with Notre Dame. 

Two Omaha Central players also were 
recruited by Nebraska. Abe Hoskins 
committed in late January, but changed 
his mind 10 days later and chose Pur- 
due. Running back Sherman Williams 
decided to look elsewhere when he was 
told he would be a wingback at Nebras- 
ka. He chose Iowa State. 

“We wanted to do better in Omaha, 
but there were obviously some things we 
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couldn't help,’ Osborne said. It marked 
the first time Nebraska had been shut 
out in Omaha in recruiting in 20 years. 

Hoskins’ change of mind also creat- 
ed some other problems, Osborne said. 

“There were a number — at least six 
— of the top recruits in the country who 
hadn’t decided by late January and we 
had to tell them we were full up. We 
even had one linebacker (it was later 
learned it was Dallas Carter’s Jessie 
Armstead) laugh when we told him we 
couldn’t show interest because we were 
done,” Osborne said. 

Despite the losses, Nebraska quickly 
turned in gains in the recruiting battles. 
Bryant was replaced by Will Shields of 
Lawton, Okla. — from the Nebraska 
Lineman of the Year to the Oklahoma 
Lineman of the Year. Hoskins’ change 
of mind didn’t slow the Cornhuskers, 
who quickly filled the gap with Loren- 
zo Brinkley of Hazelwood Central in St. 
Louis. 

“We did well across the board with 
four offensive linemen, three defensive 
linemen, one running back, one quar- 
terback, one fullback, one wingback, 
one kicker and three defensive backs,” 
Osborne said. ‘“We felt we needed to get 
inside linebackers since Pat Tyrance and 
Mike Petko are the only two scholarship 
inside linebackers who aren’t going to 
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be seniors next year.” 

Branch, Anderson and Darren Wil- 
liams of Chicago’s St. Martin dePorres 
High School should help fill that gap. 

Branch was labeled by the Philadel- 
phia Enquirer as the most underrated 
high school player on the East Coast. 
Matt Golus, who covers recruiting for 
the Enquirer said Branch may be the 
best player on the East Coast. 

Anderson is the strongest player ever 
at Grand Island, GI Coach Ken Fischer 
said. ‘“‘He’s going to be a great player 
because of his speed, size and agility.” 

Williams was named all-state despite 
playing on a winless team his senior 
year. “Darren is raw because we had 
such a young, new team and we didn’t 
have the time to spend with him,” St. 
Martin’s Coach James Lick said. “But 
you can see it’s all there and Nebraska 
will notice him in a short while.” 

Nebraska’s most celebrated recruit, 
Brown, of Servite High School in Ana- 
heim was named to the USA Today All- 
American team and was labeled the best 
player on the West Coast by recruiting 
expert Allen Wallace of Super Prep 
magazine. 

“Brown is the best running back I’ve 
seen,” Wallace said. “‘He’ll convince the 
Midwest and eventually everyone else 
of that fact, too.” 
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Brown said he chose Nebraska becase 
he was impressed with the coaching 
staff, the fans and the program. “Every- 
body is so close there — like a family. 
I want to be a part of that. I think it’s 
perfect,” he said. 

Brown was the first of two players 
from California to commit to Nebraska. 

The other player signed by NU assis- 
tant coach George Darlington, Daryl 
Green of Nogales High School in La 
Puente, was a member of the All-Sierra 
League three years in a row and named 
to the San Gabriel Valley all-star team 
twice. 

A standout running back with more 
than 1,400 yards this year, Green was 
second-team all-league as a defensive 
back, the position he plans to play at 
Nebraska. 

The other defensive back candidates 
include Brinkley of St. Louis, Reece of 
Houston and Vernon Powell of East St. 
Louis, III. 

Brinkley quarterbacked his team to 
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state championship games his sopho- 
more and junior years and he even spent 
some time at running back, wide 
receiver and defensive back before he 
suffered a broken collarbone. 

Reece was listed among the top 100 
players in Texas and has been called the 
“sleeper of the group” by more than one 
opposing Big Eight college recruiter. 

Powell quarterbacked his team to two 
state champinship games in Illinois and 
is a standout hurdler. He was recruited 
as a wingback, but might see time as a 
defensive back. 

The Cornhuskers stated before 
recruiting started they were looking for 
linemen and they got some of the best. 

Sheilds was Lineman of the Year in 
Oklahoma. Larson was Lineman of the 
Year in Minnesota. Bart Furrow was 
named one of the top three linemen in 
Colorado, and Texans Mike Jefferson 
and Gerry Irons received rave reviews 
from their high school coaches and were 
listed among the top recruits in Texas. 
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Nebraska has signed 35 prep or juco 
All-Americans in the 1980s, but those 
honors can deceive: two of the most 


heralded classes (1985 and 1989) had 
only five combined All-Americans. 


“Jefferson was the best player we’ve 
had ever,’ Lakeview Centennial Coach 
Tommy Watkins said. “Gerry (Irons) 
was the best player around the area at 
any position,’ McCullough High Coach 
Weldson Willig said. 

The Cornhuskers also picked up two 
other Lakeview Centennial recruits in 
punter-kicker Byron Bennett and defen- 
sive back Chad Hunter. Bennett was an 
all-state kicker in Texas, and Hunter was 
simply overlooked, Watkins said, be- 
cause he didn’t play football, but rather 
basketball as a junior. 

Based on the recruiting services, 
Nebraska ranked anywhere from fifth to 
eighth in the nation in recruiting this 
year. Max Emfinger and Wallace agreed 
Nebraska had a solid recruiting class 
from top to bottom with no iffy players. 

“We can only predict how good these 
players are by what they did in high 
school and what our network of reports 
say. But it would be a good guess to say 
Nebraska has done it’s work more effi- 
ciently than the other 104 schools in Di- 
vision I in the country,’ Wallace said. 

Tom Lemming of Prep Report said 
Nebraska picked out its needs and filled 
them faster and better than anyone else. 


“When you peg the players you want, 
and then you get them as early as 
Nebraska did, you know that’s from 
hard work, good planning and a solid 
effort.” 

Emfinger was just as gracious. “I’ve 
seen their quarterback recruit (Callies) 
play and I think he’s one of the best op- 
tion quarterbacks around. I don’t know 
where Nebraska has gone wrong with 
any of their recruits, The only thing they 
missed was the fact the NCAA limit this 
year is 25 scholarships, because my 
reports had it figured they could have 
taken 35 of the top players,” he said. 

Osborne agreed. 

“We had a chance to take more, but 
that doesn’t mean we are unhappy with 
what we have,’ he said. 

When this group of 22 players, in- 
cluding junior college fullback Omar 
Soto, is enhanced by the addition of two 
top recruits from last year, Kevin 
Ramaekers of Norfolk Catholic (Neb, ) 


and Ernie Beler of Bayonne, N.J., the 


class looks even better. Ramaekers and 
Beler sat out this year and are expected 
to enroll next fall after they pass the SAT 
or ACT tests. 

And if that isn’t enough, consider that 
six other recruits from last year were 
redshirted and that list includes David 
White, Dave Jensen, Tyrone Byrd, Tra- 
vis Hill, William Washington and Ty- 
rone Hughes — all of whom are 
expected to compete for varsity spots 
this fall. 

As for this year’s class, Osborne said 
that it appears solid academically. 

“This is an academically sound 
group. We told them we didn’t want to 
take any Prop 48s (Proposition 48 aca- 
demic standards set by the NCAA) and 
this is as good a group as we've ever 
had,” he said. 

“We look at a variety of things. We 
look at their high school grades, any 
standardized test scores they have and 
at character and we don’t go after any- 
one without good references,” he said. 


Osborne said the recruiting class was 
strong in the sense that it held on 
through the last two and a half weeks 
despite some abnormal pressure to have 
them change their minds. 

“Everybody hung in there and that’s 
to their credit.” 

He added that recruiting is not over 
until Nebraska gets its walkon recruit- 
ing finished this year. ““We feel this is 
imperative to get our quality walkons if 
we are to compete,” he said. “If you 
consider our recruiting situation here 
with that of Notre Dame, Florida State, 
UCLA, USC, some of the people we're 
expected to recruit against, the only way 
we've been able to maintain a quality 
program is to end up with some quality 
walkons each year. 

“T think right now we’re having bet- 
ter response with some quality players 
than maybe we’ve had in several years. 
We had Dan Young (NU assistant) cover 
the state closer than last year and that 
should help.” 


eta grip on your 
inancial future. 


Health and exercise is all the rage these days. Just as important to a 
healthy, happy life though is your fiscal fitness. Ameritas Investment 
Corp can help you put together a program that will meet and, in 
many cases, exceed your financial goals while working with 


your resources. 


Our staff of friendly, professional brokers takes the time to 
know your needs and means in a financial program. Then 
we recommend the investments that match up best to 


your personal requirements. 


Get a better grip on your fiscal fitness. Talk with 
Ameritas Investment Corp. Your healthy, happy 
financial future can start today. 


AMERITAS A 


Lincoln 


(402) 466-4565 
800-742-2209 NE 
800-228-8712 USA 


INVESTMENT CORP 


Omaha 
402) 330-6710 
00-233-9132 NE 
800-848-9566 USA 
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TREV ALBERTS 

School: Northern University 

City: Cedar Falls, lowa 

Position: FB-LB 

Height: 6-4 

Weight: 210 

Speed: 4.7 

Years started: 3 

Academic interest: business 

1988 team record: 7-2 in state playoffs 
On the field: The 6-foot-4, 210-pound 
Alberts was two-time, all-state as a line- 
backer and made. headlines as a full- 
back, (681 yards on 106 carries) scoring 
88 points for small-class Northern 
University High School. ‘‘When you 
look at speed, size, strength and his 
frame, you have to figure Trev 1s going 
to be a top college prospect,” said Den- 
nis Kettner, his high school coach. Al- 
berts made a school-record 107 tackles 
in 1988 after recording 74 in his junior 
year. Rated by Max Emfinger as the No. 
33 inside linebacker in the country. 
Chose NU over Iowa and Iowa Slate. 
Other sports: A standout basketball 
and baseball player, Alberts, who has 
4.7 speed, also was a member of the 
state-record-setting 400-meter relay 
team. He is University’s leading scorer 
and rebounder in basketball. 

Why Nebraska?*‘I wanted a top school 
and top program.” 

Tom Osborne says: “A good all-around 
athlete who could play outside lineback- 
er, inside linebacker or tight end, or 
even fullback.” 


MIKE ANDERSON 

School: Grand Island 

City: Grand Island, Neb, 

Position: LB 

Height: 6-2 

Weight: 208 

Speed: 4.5 

Years started: 2 

Academic interest: undecided 

1988 team record: 9-] in state quarter- 
finals 

(On the field: Nebraska’s first commit- 
ment this year may be the most balanced 
two-way player. Anderson was named 
Omaha World Herald and Lincoln Sun- 


day Journal-Star Offensive Player of the 
Year at tight end and was considered one 
of the top Class A linebackers in the 
state. Offensive captain for the Nebras- 
ka all-class, all-state team. Anderson 
has 4.5 speed in the 40-yard dash, aver- 
aged 24 yards per catch on 15 recep- 
tions. He scored nine touchdowns. 
Anderson helped Grand Island to a 9-1 
record and state playoffs. Chose Nebras- 
ka over Wyoming, Colorado, Stanford 
and lowa State. Bench presses 350 
pounds, squats 405 and is “the strong- 
est player we've ever had,” said Grand 
Island coach Ken Fischer. Listed all- 
regional by Super Prep Magazine. An- 
derson is rated the No. 23 outside line- 
backer in America. He recorded 55 solo 
tackles and picked off six passes in 1988. 
Anderson comes from the same high 
school as former Nebraska fullback 
Tom Rathman, now with the San Fran- 
cisco 49ers. 

Other sports: track (many events) and 
baseball 

Why Nebraska? *(It’s) always been my 
dream since we moved to Nebraska a 
few years ago. I want a chance to play.” 
Osborne says: ‘‘One of the most gifted 
linebacker-tight ends we saw this year. 
He may not be the worst at a bunch of 
other positions.” 


BYRON BENNETT 

School: Lakeview Centennial 

City: Rowlett, Tex. 

Position: Kicker-punter 

Height: 5-11 

Weight: 175 

Speed: not available 

Years started: 2 

Academic interest: business 

1988 team record: II-] in state semi- 
finals 

On the field: One of two all-state kick- 
ers in Texas, Bennett is considered one 
of the best punters in the high school 
ranks. He averaged 43 yards a punt and 
set a school record with a 53-yard field 
goal and barely missed 65-yarder. Ben- 
nett hit.on seven of 10 field goal attempts 
from 40 yards and beyond, He is listed 
as one of the top 100 recruits | in | Texas 
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by the Dallas Morning News and could 
fill in for the Cornhuskers soon. One of 
three high school prospects signing with 
NU from Lakeview Centennial. Also 
played quarterback as a sophomore and 
junior before concentrating on kicking 
as a senior. 

Other sports: none 

Why Nebraska? “The interest they 
showed in me as a person sold me.” 
Osborne says: “Only kicker we've 
recruited in two years and can do it all 
with place-kicking, punting and 
kickoffs.” 


TROY BRANCH 

School: Camden 

City; Camden, N.J. 

Position: LB 

Height: 6-2 

Weight: 230 

Speed: 4.6 

Academic interest: undecided 

1988 team record: 8-2 state semifinals 
On the field: All-state and All-East 
Coast linebacker and offensive guard, 
Branch was outstanding at both posi- 
tions. A two-time all-conference line- 
backer, Branch was also named 
All-South Jersey and All-Delaware Val- 
ley. He chose Nebraska over Penn State, 
Florida State and Syracuse. Had 70 solo 
tackles plus nine quarterback sacks and 
was one of the leading blockers on the 
Camden offense. He could project either 
way in college, one recruiter said. ““He’s 
a complete player with the ability to help 
us in a lot of ways,” Camden coach Wil- 
liam Simpson said. Branch was rated the 
No. 12 inside linebacker in the country 
by Max Emfinger. He was over- 
shadowed in high school by teammate 
and All-American linebacker Arthur 
Bussie. Played for Coach William Simp- 
son at Camden High, archrival of Cam- 
den Wilson, which sent 1983 Heisman 
Trophy winner Mike Rozier to 
Nebraska. 

Other sports: chess 

Why Nebraska? “Best complete pro- 
gram and knowing the history of Mike 
Rozier, Irving Fryar and Charles Fryar 
from South Jersey gives me hope.” 


Osborne says: “An excellent student 
and a very good player. You don’t find 
many linebackers on the chess team.” 


LORENZO BRINKLEY 

School: Hazelwood Central 

City: St. Louis, Mo. 

Position: RB-QB-WB-DB 

Height: 6-0 

Weight: 185 

Speed: 4.5 

Years started: 3 

Academic interest: undecided 

1988 team record: 13-1, state champi- 
onship 

On the field: An all-purpose player, 
Brinkley quarterbacked Hazelwood 
Central to state championship game as 
a sophomore and junior with records of 
13-1 and 12-2, respectively. During his 
junior year he played four games at tail- 
back in the same backfield with former 
high school All-American Mario John- 
son and gained 700 yards. All-Suburban 
North Conference quarterback as a 
sophomore and junior. During his first 
two years as a starter, Brinkley rushed 
203 times for 1,062 yards and 16 touch- 
downs while hitting 82 of 166 passes 
(49.4 percent) for 1,200 yards and 12 
touchdowns, This season, he started at 
quarterback for three games, hitting 16 
of 42 passes for 253 yards and three 
touchdowns. He also started at defensive 
back with four interceptions. He broke 
his collarbone and wrist three games 
into the season. Was preseason All- 
Midlands in Max Emfinger and was rat- 
ed as the No. 9 pass-run quarterback in 
the country by the same service this 
winter. 

Other sports: basketball and track 
Why Nebraska? “They'll give me a 
chance to find a position best for me and 
them.” 

Osborne says: “We added him late, but 
we were glad to get him. A top all- 
around player we were fortunate to get.” 


DEREK BROWN 
School: Servite 

City: Anaheim, Calif. 
Position: RB 

Height: 5-10 

Weight: 175 

Speed: 4.5 

Years Started: 3 


Academic interest: business 


1988 team record: 10-3, state semifinals 
On the field: The most publicized 
Cornhusker recruit this year. Brown was 
listed as the Player of the Year in the far 
West by Super Prep, the best speed-back 
by Emfinger and the fourth-best player 
on the West Coast by the Long Beach 
Times-Press. Gained 2,301 yards and 
scored 30 touchdowns in 13 games for 
Servite High School and earned All- 
American honors from USA Today and 
Parade. Returned two kickoffs for 
touchdowns. Ran for over 4,800 yards 
in three-year career, ranking third all- 
time in Orange County. Could be the 
running back Nebraska has been wait- 
ing for. From same high school as 1988 
NU recruit Mike Petko. Very strong for 
a running back, Brown already has a 
290-pound bench press. He rushed for 
almost 1,500 yards as a junior, His pass- 
catching skills are considered to be out- 
standing as well. Ran out of the I- 
formation as a senior after spending 
most of his high school career running 
out of a pro-set. 

Other sports: Track, where he has been 
credited with a sub-50-second time in 
the 400. 

Why Nebraska? “After seeing Roger 
Craig and Tom Rathman in the Super 
Bowl I was set for Nebraska.” 
Osborne says: “A top-rated back, quick 
and great balance and strength. He 
could contribute early.” 


MARVIN CALLIES 

School: Boling 

City: East Bernard, Tex. 

Position: QB 

Height: 6-0 

Weight: 192 

Speed: 4.5 

Years started: 3 

Academic interest: undecided 

1988 team record:13-1, quarterfinals of 
AA playoffs 

On the field; Callies is considered the 
No. 3 pass-run quarterback in the coun- 
try by Emfinger, and Super Prep says 
he has the best combination of running 
and passing skills in Texas. He was list- 
ed among the top 100 players in Texas 
by the Dallas Morning News and the 
Houston Post. A running-throwing 
quarterback with 4.5 speed, Callies 
rushed for 1,517 yards and 18 touch- 
downs and passed for 1,163 yards and 


13 more touchdowns while hitting 41 of 
88 passes (45 percent) with just three 
interceptions. Threw for over 1,300 
yards as a junior at Boling, a class 2A 
school. Also averaged over 40 yards per 
punt. Named All-District, honorable- 
mention All-State, All-Greater Houston 
and All-Area as a senior. Chose NU 
over Texas, Baylor, Colorado and Ok- 
lahoma, 

Other sports: Track, where he has a 
10.7 in the 100, and basketball, where 
he averaged over 20 points and 10 re- 
bounds per game. 

Why Nebraska? “I wanted a top-rate 
program with an option offense.” 
Osborne says: “He runs the 100-meter 
in 10.7 and is a fine runner and thrower 
and one of the better athletes we 
recruited.” 


HOWARD CARTER 

School: Dodge City 

City: Dodge City, Kan. 

Position: OLB 

Height: 6-4 

Weight: 205 

Speed: 4.7 

Years started: 3 

Academic interest: criminal justice 
1988 team record:10-1, semifinals state 
playoffs 

On the field; When the recruiting sea- 
son began, Carter was known only to 
Nebraska, Kansas, Colorado and a few 
other schools. Now, the word has got- 
ten out on the standout linebacker who 
may be the best recruit in Kansas this 
year. Carter, dominated at defensive end 
and could be the answer to filling the 
loss of Broderick Thomas, according to 
Dodge City coach Dick Masters. All- 
class, all-state as a senior. Recorded 64 
tackles, including seven for loss, and 
had two pass interceptions last year, As 
a tight end, he caught eight passes for 
11S yards. Rated nation’s No. 10 outside 
linebacker by Emfinger. 

Why Nebraska? “They explained the 
academic support program so well I was 
convinced.” 

Osborne says: “He’s big and fast and 
one of the best outside linebackers we 
saw this year. He'll help immediately.” 


BART FURROW 
School: Fort Collins 
City: Fort-Collins, Colo. 
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Position; OL-DL 

Height: 6-4 

Weight; 225 

Speed: 5.1 

Years started: 3 

Academic interest: orthodontics 
1988 team record: 5-5 

On the field: A top offensive line 
recruit by many major universities and 
a top defensive line recruit by others, 
Furrow could fill in adequately at either 
position. “Bart is a mentally mature and 
physically immature 6-4, 230-pound 
lineman who has a chance to become 
a very good college student and college 
football player,’ Fort Collins coach Tim 
Monty said. Two-time, all-conference 
selection at both offensive and defensive 
tackle. Led team in tackles as a junior 
and senior with 75 total tackles in 1987 
and 122 in 1988. Furrow was all-state 
offensive tackle and second-team, all- 
state defensive tackle as a senior. Had 
seven career quarterback sacks, two 
blocked punts and 198 career tackles. 
Other sports: track 

Why Nebraska? “I wanted a top foot- 
ball program and a good dental school 
and Nebraska had both.” 

Osborne says: “An excellent student 
who can play both offense or defense 
and we’re happy to have him.” 


DARYL GREEN 

School: Nogales 

City: West Covina, Calif. 

Position: CB-RB 

Height: 5-10 

Weight: 170 

Speed: 4.5 

Years started: 3 

Academic interest: undecided 

1988 team record: 7-3 

On the field: A running back-defensive 
back standout, Green “was our offense 
his sophomore and junior years and we 
finally got him some help this year,” 
Nogales High School coach Laing 
Stevens said. Green, a 4.5 runner who 
has power, gained more than 3,500 
yards in his three years at Nogales. He 
was a starting cornerback for the No- 
oles this year and will probably play 
defense at NU. Three-time Back of the 
Year in San Gabriel Valley and a two- 
time, All-Valley selection. As a senior 
Green was named the Sierra League 
Most Valuable Offensive Player, rush- 
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ing for over 1,400 yards last year. 
Second-team all-league defensive back 
as a senior. Rated by Max Emfinger as 
the No. 30 cornerback in the country. 
Green chose NU over Syracuse, 
Washington, Arizona and Hawaii. 
Other sports; track 

Why Nebraska? “The best choice I 
could make because of the coaches and 
people there.” 

Osborne says: “He’s a top running back 
who wants to play defense. He has great 
all-out speed.” 


CHAD HUNTER 

School: Lakeview Centennial 

City: Garland, Tex. 

Position: SS 

Height: 6-1 

Weight: 170 

Speed: 4.6 

Years started: 2 

Academic interest: undecided 

1988 team record: lI-l, state semifinals 
On the field: A little-known defensive 
back, Hunter was overlooked by many 
recruiting services because he played 
basketball and bypassed football his 
junior year at Lakeview Centennial. But 
he returned to football this season and 
was responsible for a team-leading 
seven interceptions. Hunter was. all- 
district and second-team All-Metroplex 
as a senior. He also filled in one game 
at quarterback and gained 14] yards 
rushing. “His speed and leaping ability 
helped him cover receivers on the fly. 
And he’s strong enough for run sup- 
port,” his high school coach, Tommy 
Watkins, said. One of three Husker 
recruits from Centennial, he'll be joined 
at Nebraska by kicker Byron Bennett 
and noseguard Mike Jefferson. 
Other sports: Basketball, a standout 
who started at guard for two years. 
Why Nebraska? “I knew when I made 
my visit Nebraska was the place for me. 
The staff, the facilities and the people 
helped me decide." 

Osborne says: “He didn’t play football 
as a junior but he had a great year this 
year as a defensive back and could play 
free safety, strong safety or cornerback. 


GERRY IRONS 

School: McCullough 

City: The Woodlands, Tex. 
Position: NG 


Height: 6-4 

Weight: 260 

Speed: 5.0 

Years started; 2 

Academic interest: business 

1988 team record: 6-4 

On the field: The son of former all-pro 
Oakland Raiders’ Gerald Irons, the 
younger Irons is considered among the 
top 100 players in Texas by the Dallas 
Morning News and the Houston Post. 
He was a three-time, all-district selec- 
tion and was named to Texas Football's 
preseason all-state team in 1988. Irons 
was also a member of the Super Prep 
all-region team. A defensive tackle as 
a sophomore and junior at McCullough 
High School, Irons moved to noseguard 
this season and still earned all-district 
honors for the third year in a row. Irons 
set a school record with six fumble 
recoveries as a senior, when he record- 
ed 128 total tackles. Had 24 career quar- 
terback sacks, seven as a sophomore, 11 
as a junior and six as a senior. Rated by 
Max Emfinger as the No. 10 noseguard 
in the country, Irons recovered six fum- 
bles last year, two for touchdowns. He 
chose Nebraska over Georgia, Texas 
A&M and Oklahoma State. 

Other sports: track 

Why Nebraska? “The best academic 
support program I found and a solid tra- 
dition of winning and playing in bowl 
games.” 

Osborne says: ‘He played all the time 
on both sides of the ball. He can cover 
from sideline to sideline.” 


MIKE JEFFERSON 

School: Lakeview Centennial 

City: Rowlett, Tex. 

Position: NG 

Height: 6-2 

Weight: 258 

Speed: 5.0 

Years started: 3 

Academic interest; undecided 

1988 team record: lI-], state semifinals 
On the field: Another Cornhusker 
recruit from Lakeview Centennial High 
School. Rated as a top recruit by Jom 
Lemming Prep Report, Jefferson was an 
All-Dallas area defensive tackle and a 
three-year starter at offensive tackle, 
where he earned recognition as one of 
the top 100 recruits in Texas by the Dal- 
las Morning News and Houston Post. 
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Also played defensive tackle and 
noseguard. ‘He's the best player we've 
had in a long time,’ Lakeview Centen- 
nial Coach Watkins said. Jefferson was 
rated by Max Emfinger as the No. 9 
noseguard prospect in the country. 
Bench presses over 350 pounds and has 
a 600-pound squat to his credit. Jeffer- 
son picked NU over Arkansas, Texas 
A&M, Baylor and Oklahoma State. 
Other sports: none 

Osborne says: “He could play nose- 
guard or defensive tackle. He has more 
speed and quickness than we thought.” 


LANCE LARSON 

School: Moorhead 

City: Moorhead, Minn, 

Position: OL-DL 

Height: 6-6 

Weight: 219 

Speed: 4.9 

Years started: 2 

Academic interest: undecided 

1988 team record: 10-2, state quarter- 
finals 

On the field: Considered the top recruit 
in Minnesota by Minneapolis-St. Paul 
papers as well as Super Prep. Listed by 
the Houston Post as one of top 100 
-ecruits in the country. Parade All- 
American and Minnesota Lineman of 
the Year and Gatorade Player of the 
Year. Has 4.9 speed and was a standout 
at offensive and defensive tackle. ‘‘We 
had two backs gain 1,000 yards and 
score 28 touchdowns and more than half 
of that came from running behind 
Lance,’ Moorhead coach Dan Kostich 
said. Larson was all-state defensive 
tackle one year and all-state offensive 
tackle another year. Bench presses 275 
pounds. Larson also played defensive 
end, recording over 50 tackles and 10 
quarterback sacks, Rated by Max Em- 
finger as the No. 26 offensive tackle in 
the country. 

Other sports: hockey and track 
Why Nebraska? “I am impressed with 
the way they develop linemen and their 
tradition of winning was very at- 
tractive.” 

Osborne says; ‘*He attended our foot- 
ball school and showed great footspeed 
and has a great frame.” 


LANCE LUNDBERG 


School: Wausa 


City: Wausa, Neb. 

Position: OL-DL 

Height: 6-4 

Weight: 245 

Speed: 5.0 

Years started: 4 

Academic interest: agricultural en- 
gineering 

1988 team record: 2-6 

On the field: The first scholarship 
recruit at Nebraska from a Class D-2 
school, Lundberg is a two-way player 
at tight end, noseguard and punter for 
his eight-man team. ‘“‘Could be like 
Dean Steinkuhler,’ Osborne said. Aver- 
aged 19.6 tackles a game and was the 
leading receiver with 16 receptions. 
Also punted. Chose Nebraska over 
Wyoming and Iowa State. All-regional 
in Super Prep magazine, All-class, all- 
state. Led team with 160 total tackles as 
a senior in 1988. 

Other sports: basketball and track 
Why Nebraska? “It’s always been a 
dream of mine to be a Cornhusker and 
now I have the chance.” 

Osborne says: “He could be like Dean 
Steinkuhler (former NU Outland 
Trophy Winner from Burr, Neb.) be- 
cause he is big now.and he'll blossom.” 


DAVID NOONAN 

School: Lincoln Northeast 

City: Lincoln, Neb. 

Position; NG-DT 

Height: 6-3 

Weight: 236 

Speed: 4.89 

Academic interest: business and flying 
1988 team record: 3-6 

On the field: Already 30 pounds heavy- 
ier and faster than his All-American 
(and current Dallas Cowboy) brother 
Danny was at the same age, the 
245-pound David might be stronger, 
too. Already bench presses 345 pounds 
and is strong at both offensive and 
defensive tackle. He may be one of 
fastest linemen recruits around with a 
4.89 time in the 40, Member of National 
Honor Society at Northeast. Noonan 
was second-team, all-state offensive 
lineman but may get a look at defense, 
too. Northeast’s fourth-leading tackler 
with 67 total tackles, four quarterback 
sacks and one fumble recovery. Chose 
NU over Notre Dame, Air Force, 
Brigham Young, Stanford and Oklaho- 


ma. All-regional Super Prep Magazine. 
Why Nebraska? “I've been going to 
Nebraska games since I was a little kid 
and seeing Danny play there made me 
want to be a Cornhusker.” 

Osborne says: “He could play nose- 
guard, defensive tackle, offensive line 
or a number of other positions. He’s al- 
ready bigger and faster than Danny was 
at the same age and that’s a good sign.” 


VERNON POWELL 

School: East St. Louis 

City: East St. Louis, Ill. 

Position: QB-WB-WR-DB 

Height: 5-10 

Weight: 160 

Speed: 4.5 

Years started: 3 

Academic interest: undecided 

1988 team record: 13-1, state finals last 
two years 

On the field: The fastest player long- 
time East St. Louis coach Bob Shannon 
has ever had, Powell is a champion 
hurdler in Illinois as well as a standout 
quarterback. He could play defensive 
back, quarterback or wingback because 
of his speed and agility. An All-St. 
Louis Metro Area player. He has been 
clocked at 4.4 in the 40. Ran for 408 
yards on 42 carries and passed for 17 
touchdowns and 1,435 yards, complet- 
ing 66 of 144 passes (46 percent) this 
season, 

Other sports: track (hurdles). As a 
junior, Powell finished third in the 
300-meter low hurdles in the Illinois 
state track meet with a personal best of 
37.6 seconds. 

Why Nebraska? “They get all the pub- 
licity because they are always winners, 
and I want to be a part of that.” 
Osborne says: “He wants to play wing- 
back or defensive back, and with his 
speed he could help us at either po- 
sition.” 


JOHN REECE 

School: Jersey Village 

City: Houston 

Position: FS 

Height: 6-0 

Weight: 190 

Speed: 4.4 

Years Started: 2 

Academic interest: undecided 
continued on page 22 


Huskers Illustrated = 17 


Defensive standouts Broderick Thomas and LeRoy Etienne 
pace Nebraska’s crop of NFL hopetuls. . . 


Blue-Blooded, Big Red 


ig Red football is getting its an- 
B= transfusion, with players 
y serving as the program’s life- 
blood; high school recruits are primed 
to join Nebraska, and seniors will soon 
be leaving. Most will simply be going 
out, but the most gifted will be 
going up, into the NFL, which 
will get its annual transfusion 
of players April 23-24 in the 
pro draft. 

It could be one of the more 
memorable Nebraska-to-NFL 
transitions in a while. 

Loaded with talented 
seniors, Nebraska had 13 play- 
ers make All-Big Eight, and 11 
are using up their eligibility 
this spring, chief of whom is 
Broderick Thomas, considered 
without question to be NU’s 
best pro prospect and one of 
the better seniors in America, 
according to NFL scouts. 

Joe Wooley, for example, is 
player personnel director for 
the Philadelphia Eagles, and 
he recently gave his personal 
evaluations on how Husker 
seniors stack up as candidates 
in April’s draft. 

“Thomas has got all the 
things you’re looking for as far 
as physical ability is concerned 
to play in the league,” said 
Wooley. “He’s going to play — 
no doubt about that. It’s just a 
matter of whether you play him 
at linebacker or play him 
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By Mark Owens 


down. In a 4-3 front, I think people 
might look at him as an outside guy, as 
a rush guy. In a 3-4 defense, you might 
put him at outside linebacker, rushing 
him most of the time and dropping him 
some.” 


= 2 
Broderick Thomas will probably be the third 
straight Black Shirt to be a first-round draft pick. 


BLACK SHIRTS 


If there is a chink in Thomas’ armor, 
according to NFL scouts, it would be 
his ability to drop into pass coverage, 
and it may well be more of a question 
mark than a chink. Thomas was a rush- 
er in 1988 for Nebraska in passing situ- 
ations as an outside lineback- 
er. While making All-Big 
Eight as a sophomore and 
junior, Thomas played defen- 
sive end, which was not tech- 
nically different from outside 
linebacker except that the 
Houston Madison product was 
indeed dropping back in pass 
coverage then. 

“T haven’t seen him drop and 
play pass defense,’ said 
Wooley. “All I’ve seen him do 
is rush the passer — now he 
can do that. I’ve seen him rush 
over a lineman as well as over 
backs. Thomas is big and 
strong and fast, but I don’t 
think he was that size when he 
was dropping back as an un- 
derclassman.”” And, in fact, he 
wasn't. Thomas generally 
weighed 235 his first two years 
as a Black Shirt but bulked up 
to 250 as a senior. 

“I’m wondering where to 
play him,” said Wooley. 

Scouts from other NFL 
teams were saying even in 
January that Thomas rated as 
one of the top 10 pro prospects, 
higher by some; lower by 
others. Regardless, Sandman 


has a great chance of being Nebraska’s 
third straight Black Shirt selected in the 
first round (noseguard Danny Noonan 
was taken No. 8 overall by Dallas in 
1987, and tackle Neil Smith was No. 2 
overall with Kansas City last year). 

Pro scouts indicate Nebraska’s second 
best prospect this year could be inside 
linebacker LeRoy Etienne. 

“He’s very intense — sometimes,” 
said Wooley. ‘For example, he’s a little 
slow getting off a block on one play, and 
on the next play he takes a block on and 
really gets after it.” 

Etienne’s occasional missed tackles 
did not go unnoticed by Wooley. 

“In the all-star games and practices, 
someone may have mentioned that to 
him or he just focused on it more be- 
cause he played with a lot of intensity. 
Sometimes, however, I’ve seen that in- 
tensity drop off.” 

Etienne’s physical strength and hitting 
ability rate highly with scouts, but 
Wooley adds, “He lacks the agility at 
times for what I would really like to see 
in a great linebacker.” 

Wooley was hesitant to guess where 
Husker seniors might be selected, offer- 
ing a bit of wisdom: “A kid’s ability will 
determine a lot how high he goes, but 
individual team needs within the league 
will finally determine whether you go, 
say, in the late first (round) or early 
third. Scouting is a fairly exacting 
process. Picking where and when a kid 
goes in the draft is not.” 

It is fairly certain, however, that Tho- 
mas and Etienne should be NU’s first 
two picks. 

Nebraska's third most likely pro 
prospect seems to be wingback Dana 
Brinson who made all-conference 
(return specialist) as a senior despite 
dipping slightly compared to his sopho- 
more and junior statistical accom- 
plishments. 

“Brinson didn’t have as great a senior 
year as you might like,” said Wooley. 
“But he has great speed and return abil- 
ity. Now I don’t think many teams can 
afford to draft a guy just as a return 
specialist. We (the Eagles) don’t feel 
we're good enough to carry a guy just 
to return kicks — he’ll have to be a 
‘player, the kind of guy who can fill 
another need, make a contribution at 
another position even if he’s not a 


NFL scouts say 
linebacker 
LeRoy Etienne 
should be NU’s 
second pick in 
the draft. 


starter.” 

Brinson’s best shot at another posi- 
tion, of course, could be wide receiver, 
but the pro scouts have some reserva- 
tions about his hands, which are aver- 
age by NFL standards. His speed, 
however, is heralded without reser- 
vation. 

“Some people might say that his size 
(5-9, 170) is a drawback,” said Wooley. 
“But that’s not a big concern for a return 
specialist or that great a conern for a lot 
of people at wide receiver. But he’s a 
good athlete. Very fast.” 

Speaking of speed, Wooley has a the- 
ory on that fleeting commodity and its 
role in NFL stardom. It is a theory of 
diminishing returns: great speed will get 
you a shot in the NFL, but great speed 
always tapers off over the course of 
seven or eight years. That’s when 
knowledge and experience take over. 

With that in mind, Wooley thinks 
there is a decent future for tight end 


Todd Millikan, known throughout his 
career as a clutch receiver who caught 
14 touchdown passes, a career record for 
Husker tight ends. 

“Things like that are a plus,” said 
Wooley. “Some guys have a knack for 
that — finding the end zone, finding the 
open area, finding the open spot in the 
zone, getting away from man-to-man 
coverage even though he may not have 
great speed. Keith Jackson could not 
have done the things he did this past year 
as a rookie had he not had a good feel 
for coverage; he knew where guys were, 
kind of like a basketball player know- 
ing where the defensive player is. 

“Sure, there are starters and contri- 
butors in the NFL with no better speed 
than Millikan. In fact, most of them 
who've been around very long are like 
that. 

“Millikan is a solid prospect, but 
speed is a concern to me because it 
tends to be important for young players 
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until they gain experience.” 

Millikan falls into the large group of 
Huskers who are draftable, not likely to 
go either very early or very late. 

Also falling in that category are cor- 
nerbacks Lorenzo Hicks and Charles 
Fryar. 

“They’ve definitely got a chance,” 
said Wooley. “I don’t think they'll be 
real high picks, but I don’t think they'll 
be last picks either. Both have pretty de- 
cent speed. People will probably try 
them at corner to see how fast they run, 
and if they don’t make it at corner, 
maybe they’ll get a look at safety. The 
main thing about Fryar is that he’s made 
plays — interceptions, breakups and key 
tackles — over his career. People in this 
league will usually find room for guys 
who can make some plays. 

“Tim Jackson is probably about in the 
same category. He’s improved tremen- 
dously the past two years. Getting to 
play — that’s the big thing. Guys im- 
prove fast when they get to play.” 

The last of the Huskers, in Wooley’s 
estimation, who have a reasonable shot 
at the NFL are the twin roadblocks: 
Willie Griffin (defensive tackle) and 
Lawrence Pete (noseguard). 

Wooley holds out hope. 

“They’re hard-nosed kids who play 
hard and give you good effort and some- 
times overcome their lack of physical 


ability with effort and desire,’ said 
Wooley. “But basically, initial quickness 
is a concern I have with both. They’ve 
both got good size and strength despite 
not being real tall.” 

All the above-mentioned Huskers at- 
tended last January’s tryout camp in In- 
dianapolis, They were joined by a 
Nebraska senior who is most likely not 
going to play in the NFL next fall — 
quarterback Steve Taylor. The two-time 
All-Big Eight performer signed a three- 
year deal with Edmonton of the Cana- 
dian Football League in early February, 
but that doesn’t diminish his NFL ap- 
peal to Wooley. 

“Someone wanted to work him out at 
the combine as a running back,” said 
Wooley. “I don’t know why — I think 
he’s a heck of a quarterback. He’s got 
a great arm, he’s competitive, he’s won, 
he’s a runner. You look at our guy (All- 
NFC Randall Cunningham), and that’s 
the kind of quarterback we’re looking 
for. So I wouldn’t even consider the run- 
ning back switch. They (pro scouts) 
went through the same thing a year ago 
with Don McPherson out of Syracuse. 
Everyone wanted to change him from 
quarterback to something else. We said, 
“Hey, we want you to play quarterback. 
That’s all we want. We like the things 
you do as a quarterback.’ I think Taylor 
was in the same category. 
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“Because he’s already signed a con- 
tract with Edmonton, I doubt anyone 
will take a chance on Taylor very high 
in the draft. We’ve got an informal 
agreement that the two leagues won’t 
chase after players if they’re already un- 
der contract. But I wouldn’t be surprised 
if someone took a gamble with a late- 
round pick on Taylor, hoping that he 
turns into another Warren Moon.” 

Moon spent several seasons in -the 
CFL before signing with the Houston 
Oilers and helping them become an 
AFC playoff contender. 

“Taylor may have made a good deci- 
sion going to Canada,” said Wooley. 
“Some NFL club may make a good de- 
cision by getting his rights with a late 
pick and waiting three years. You never 
know.” 

Even before Taylor announced his 
contract with Edmonton, some NFL 
scouts were saying the Huskers’ three- 
year starter had enough athletic ability 
to probably make it in the big-time 
American league. 

“T don’t want to write off the rest of 
the Nebraska players,’ said Wooley. 
“Tom (Osborne) usually gets some pret- 
ty good athletes up there. The ones I’ve 
talked about all have talent and most of 
them have the numbers — height, 
weight, speed — that we’re looking for 
in this league. But that doesn’t mean 
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they'll make it, and it doesn’t mean that 
some other kid won't make it as a long- 
shot. Nebraska always seems to have a 
lot of talent.” 

The following is a list of NU’s 
draftees over the previous 18 years. 

1971 (four players); Second round — 
Joe Orduna, RB, San Francisco. Third 
— Bob Newton, OT, Chicago. Eighth 
— Paul Rogers, K, Pittsburgh. Ith — 
Dan Schneiss, TE, New England. 

1972 (six): First round — Jerry Tagge, 
QB, Green Bay; Jeff Kinney, RB, Kan- 
sas City; Larry Jacobson, DT, N.Y. Gi- 
ants. Fifth — Carl Johnson, OT, New 
Orleans. Eighth — Van Brownson, QB, 
Baltimore. 10th — Keith Wortman, OG, 
Green Bay. 

1973 (10): First round — Johnny 
Rodgers, WR, San Diego. Second — 
Willie Harper, LB, San Francisco; 
Monte Johnson, DT, Oakland. Third — 
Bill Olds, RB, Baltimore; Rich Glover, 
DT, N-Y. Giants. Fifth — Doug Dum- 
ler, C, New England. Eighth — Joe Bla- 
hak, DB, Houston; Bill Janssen, OT, 
Pittsburgh. 10th — Dave Mason, DB, 
Minnesota. [th — Jerry List, RB, 
Oakland. 

1974 (seven); First round — John 
Dutton, DT, Baltimore. Fourth — Steve 
Manstedt, DE, Houston. Sixth — Dary] 
White, OT, Cincinnati; Maury Dam- 
kroger, RB, New England. Eighth — 
Frosty Anderson, WR, New Orleans. 
Ninth — Bob Wolfe, OT, Miami. 13th 
— Ralph Powell, RB, Atlanta. 

1975 (12): First round — Tom Ruud, 
LB, Buffalo. Second — Bob Nelson, 
LB, Buffalo. Fourth — John Starkeba- 
um, LB, New Orleans. Fifth — Dave 
Humm, QB, Oakland. Sixth — Don 
Westbrook, WR, Baltimore; Mark 
Doak, OT, Washington; Tom Alward, 
OG, N.Y. Jets; Marvin Crenshaw, OT, 
Pittsburgh. lth — Ardell Johnson, DB, 
Washington. 14th — Ritch Bahe, WR, 
St. Louis. 16th — Dennis Pavelka, OT, 
Washington. 17th — Stan Hegener, OG, 
Pittsburgh. 

1976 (11): Third round — Rik Bon- 
ness, LB, Oakland. Fourth — Tony Da- 
vis, RB, Cincinnati; Wonder Monds, 
DB, Pittsburgh. Sixth — Bob Martin, 
LB, N.Y. Jets. Eighth — Jim Burrow, 
DB, Green Bay. llth — Dean Gissler, 
DT, Washington. 12th — John O'Leary, 
RB, Chicago. 13th — Brad Jenkins, TE, 


Tampa Bay; John Lee, DT. San Diego. 
14th — Larry Mushinski, TE, Dallas. 
16th — Rich Costanzo, OG, Dallas. 

1977 (six): Second round — Mike 
Fultz, DT, New Orleans. Fourth — 
Vince Ferragamo, QB, L.A. Rams. 
Fifth — Ray Phillips, LB, Cincinnati. 
Sixth — Ron Pruitt, DE, Buffalo. 
Seventh — Bob Lingenfelter, OT, 
Cleveland. llth — Dave Butterfield, DB, 
N.Y. Jets. 

1978 (eight): Second round — Brett 
Moritz, OG, Tampa Bay. Third — Stan 
Waldemore, OT, Atlanta. Fourth — 
Dodie Donnell, RB, N-Y. Jets. Fifth — 
Ken Spaeth, TE, Buffalo. Sixth — Tom 
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Davis, C, Oakland. Seventh — Mark 
Dufresne, TE, Pittsburgh. Eighth — 
Monte Anthony, RB, Baltimore. 10th — 
Greg Jorgensen, OG, N-Y. Giants. 

1979 (eight): First round — George 
Andrews, LB, L.A. Rams; Kelvin 
Clark, OT, Denver. Third — Barney 
Cotton, OG, Cincinnati; Rick Berns, 
RB, Tampa Bay. Sixth — Steve Rind- 
quist, OG, Miami. Seventh — Lee 
Kunz, LB, Chicago. 10th — Frank 
Lockett, WR, Green Bay. Ith — Ran- 
dy Poeschl, DT, Cleveland. 

1980 (10): First round — Junior 
Miller, TE, Atlanta. Third — Tim 
Smith, WR, Houston; Rod Horn, DT, 
Cincinnati; Bill Barnett, DT, Miami, 
Fourth — I.M. Hipp, RB, Atlanta. Fifth 
— Dan Pensick, DT, Kansas City. 
Seventh — John Havekost, OG, Denver. 
Ninth — Kelly Saalfeld, C, Green Bay; 


Mark Goodspeed, OT, Miami. 10th — 
Kenny Brown, WR, Minnesota. 

1981 (seven): Second round — Rus- 
sell Gary, DB, New Orleans; Andra 
Franklin, RB, Miami; Jarvis Redwine, 
RB, Minnesota. Fourth — Derrie Nel- 
son, LB, Dallas. Ninth — John Noonan, 
WR, Miami; Randy Schleusener, OG, 
Cleveland, 12th — Joe Adams, OG, St. 
Louis. 

1982 (five): First round — Jimmy 
Williams, LB, Detroit. Third — Rodney 
Lewis, DB, New Orleans. Seventh — 
Henry Waechter, DT, Chicago; Phil 
Bates, RB, Detroit. 12th — Tom Carl- 
strom, OG, N.Y. Jets. 

1983 (seven): First round — Dave 
Rimington, C, Cincinnati. Second — 
Roger Craig, RB, San Francisco. Third 
— Jamie Williams, TE, N.Y. Giants. 
Sixth — Todd Brown, WR, Detroit. 10th 
— Jeff Merrell, NT, San Francisco; 
Toby Williams, DE, New England; 
Bruce Mathison, QB, San Diego. 

1984 regular phase (three): First 
round — Irving Fryar, WR, New En- 
gland; Dean Steinkuhler, OT, Houston. 
Sixth — Scott Raridon, OT, 
Philadelphia. 

Supplemental phase (three): First 
round — Mike Rozier, RB, Houston, 
Third — Turner Gill, QB, N.Y. Jets; 
Mark Schellen, RB, San Francisco. 

1985 regular phase (six): Second 
round — Mark Traynowicz, C, Buffa- 
lo; Mark Behning, OT, Pittsburgh. 
Seventh — Bret Clark, DB, L.A. Raid- 
ers, Ninth — Scott Strasburger, LB, 
Dallas. 10th — Jeff Smith, RB, Kansas 
City. 12th — Shane Swanson, WR, 
Cleveland. 

1986 (four): Third — Tom Rathman, 
FB, San Francisco; Jim Skow, DE, Cin- 
cinnati. Seventh — Paul Miles, RB, 
Seattle; Bill Lewis. C, L.A. Raiders. 

1987 (four): First round — Danny 
Noonan, DT, Dallas. Second — Brian 
Davis, DB, Washington. Fourth — Marc 
Munford, LB, Denver. Ninth — Stan 
Parker, OG, N.Y. Giants. 

1988 (seven): First round — Neil 
Smith, DE, Kansas City. Fourth — Tim 
Rother, DE, L.A. Raiders. Sixth — 
Keith Jones, RB, L.A. Rams. Eighth — 
Keith Neubert, TE, N-Y. Jets. 10th — 
Brian Washington, DB, Cleveland. Ilth 
— Hendley Hawkins, WR, Cleveland; 
Steve Forch, LB, Chicago. 


Huskers Illustrated = 21 


TOUCHDOWN CLUB 


of 
NEBRASKA 


Boosting The Huskers 
For 
25 Great Years 


Nebraska’s Largest Donor Group 
Salutes The Cornhuskers 


and 
Invites Your Membership 
Dr. Kirk Lewis Hugh Hunt Dan Hergert 
Omaha Blair Lincoln 
President Vice President Secretary 


Lou Roper 
Lincoln 
Treasurer 


Contact Don Bryant 103 South Stadium, University 
of Nebraska, Lincoln, NE 68588 (472-5959) for information. 


Whether you're single, 

just married, or own a 
growing business, get the 
most out of life... 
innovative Life Insurance 
from Guarantee Mutual Life. 
Where Life just got better! 


got BETTER 


Guarantee Mutual Life 


ompany 


Call your Guarantee Mutual Life 
agent today and make your life, 
a whole lot better! 


Guarantee Centre, 8801 Indian Hills Drive, Omaha, NE 68114 (402) 390-7300 


1989 Cornhusker Recruits 


Pees 2 ee Po 


continued from page |7 

1988 team record: 5-5 

On the field: Chose Nebraska over 
UCLA, Texas, Arkansas and Texas 
Christian. A Texas all-stater, Reece is 
capable of playing free safety or corner- 
back because he has 4.45 speed. Reece 
might be moved to offense to be a wide 
receiver. ““When you look for defensive 
backs, you look for speed or size and 
John has plenty of both,” Jersey Village 
High School Coach Rudy Phillips said. 
“He can fly, and at 195 pounds that 
means a lot.” Rated by Max Emfinger 
as the No. 5 free safety in America, 
Reece was also tabbed as one of the top 
30 players in Texas by the Dallas Morn- 
ing News. All-Greater Houston and all- 
district in 1988. Strong for a defensive 
back, Reece has a personal best of 335 
pounds in the bench press. All- 
Southwest Region by Super Prep. As a 
senior, Reece intercepted six passes and 
recorded 117 tackles. He also averaged 
over 20 yards per kickoff return the past 
two years. 

Other sports: Track and baseball, 
where he has hit .360 as a right fielder. 
Why Nebraska? “I think I have a 
chance to play soon and they have a 
great academic support program. at 
Nebraska.” 

Osborne says: “He's a tremendous hit- 
ter and our fastest recruit.” 


WILL SHIELDS 

School: Lawton 

City: Lawton, Okla. 

Position: OL-DL 

Height: 6-2 

Weight: 243 

Speed: 5.1 

Years started: 3 

Academic interest: criminal justice 
1988 team record: 10-1, state quarter- 
finals 

On the field: Nebraska's second ven- 
ture into Oklahoma blue-chip high 
school recruits has netted a top prospect 
at offensive guard and defensive tackle. 
Shields was named Daily Oklahoman 
high school Lineman of the Year. He 
had 147 tackles and 20 tackles for loss- 
es his junior and senior years. An all- 
regional player listed in Super Prep 
magazine and one of the top 13 offen- 
sive guards in the country by Emfinger. 
Reported 4.9 speed with 280-pound 


frame. Led Lawton to the 1987 Class 5A 
state title. 

Other sports: track 

Why Nebraska? “Their academic sup- 
port program, their weight program and 
their coaching staff made the difference 
for me.” 2 

Osborne says: “He knows our system 
from coming to our camp and he could 
fit in early in our offensive line 
possibly.” 


OMAR SOTO 

School: Arizona Western 

City: Yuma, Ariz. 

Position: FB 

Height: 5-11 

Weight: 225 

Speed: 4.7 

Years started: 2 

Academic interest: coaching 

1988 team record: 5-5 

On the field: The only NU junior col- 
lege recruit, Soto was considered the 
best Division I prospect in Arizona 
junior college conference. A native of 
Cuba, Soto attended high school in Mi- 
ami, where he is finishing his junior col- 
lege degree this semester. A devastating 
fullback who gained 600 yards — 420 
after first contact last year. Outstanding 
blocker — very tough. Soto will trans- 
fer in the summer and will be a junior 
in eligibility in 1989, Although he did 
not receive all-conference honors, Soto 
was the only back in the Western States 
Football League to sign with a Division 
I school. 

Other sports: none 

Why Nebraska? “A chance to play soon 
and a chance to pursue my goals.” 
Osborne says: “Frank Solich (NU as- 
sistant) thought he was the best junior 
college fullback he saw.” 


BILLY WADE 

School: Westfield 
City: Houston, Tex. 
Position: TE 

Height: 6-5 

Weight: 215 

Speed: 4.8 

Years started: 2 
Academic interest: business manage- 
ment 

1988 team record: 7-3 


On the field: Wade was injured halfway 
through this season, but he caught 20 
passes in five games and is considered 
by his high school coach, Emory Bel- 
lard, formerly of Texas A&M and Mis- 
sissippi State, to be a complete player 
who will make an impact on college 
ranks. “‘He’s a fine receiver,’ Bellard 
said. “‘He catches the ball well, and he’s 
an excellent, excellent blocker.” Wade 
was rated by Max Emfinger as the No. 
17 tight end in America. 

Other sports: basketball 

Why Nebraska: “The school for me to 
pursue my athletic and academic in- 
terests. They were the most honest and 
forthright people I met in recruiting.” 
Osborne says: “He is completely reco- 
vered from a knee injury and has the 
speed and frame that could help him be- 
come a top tight end.” 


DARREN WILLIAMS 

School: St. Martin dePorres 

City: Chicago, Ul. 

Position: LB 

Height: 6-2 

Weight: 215 

Speed: 5.0 

Years started; 3 

Academic interest: undecided 

1988 team record: 0-9 

On the field: The only time Williams 
was upset, despite winless team, was 
when there wasn’t full contact in prac- 
tice, his coach James Lick said. A two- 
time, All-Catholic league player and a 
member of all-state team, Williams is 
“still very raw, but loaded with talent,” 
Lick said. Williams recorded 110 total 
tackles as a senior, including 40 unas- 
sisted stops. Was co-winner of Player of 
the Year honors in the Catholic League. 
He’s the second player in three years to 
win this honor and then sign with 
Nebraska, joining redshirt freshman 
split end Nate Turner (Mount Carmel). 
Rated as the No. 27 inside linebacker 
in the country by Max Emfinger. 
Other sports: track 

Why Nebraska? “It’s always been a 
dream of mine to play big-time college 
football and Nebraska is the place for 
me.” 

Osborne says; “He’s probably closer to 
6-2, 230, and he’s a tremendous hitter 
and has quickness.’ 
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NATIONAL RECRUITING 


| Pat Sian 


Irish Are No. 1 Again. 


Maybe. 


NOTRE DAME SIGNED GREAT RECRUITS, 
BUT SO DID OTHER SCHOOLS, INCLUDING NEBRASKA. 


ho got the No. | class of high 
school football recruits in 
1989? 


Was it Notre Dame, which reported- 
ly had its choice of high school All- 
Americans? Was it Florida State or 
Clemson, which captured the most from 
this publication’s “All” team? Or, could 
it have even been Nebraska? 

More about this a little later. 

Respective college coaches sensibly 
say you should wait two, maybe three 
years to decide this. The media, at the 
unrelenting insistence of college alum- 
ni and fans, want to unravel this specu- 
lation right now. 

When Huskers Illustrated tapped the 
minds of nearly two-dozen writers, 
coaches and recruiting gurus, who try 
to make a living year-round in scour- 
ing composite reports on the best 
schoolboy gridders, we knew we were 
on precarious but popular ground. In 
comparing the summations, we used our 
own findings, plus those of several well 
known gurus, including Tom Lemming 
of Chicago, Max Emfinger of Houston, 
Super Prep editor Allen Wallace, USA 
Today plus individual sports reporters 
who are assigned to pinpoint high 
school talent both locally and na- 
tionwide. 

The vagaries of recruiting the high 
school athlete seem endless, but it’s 
doubtful they exceed the insatiable appe- 
lite of the college alumni, who salivate 
for information about the intentions of 
these schoolboy heroes. 

“Fans like to know how their school 
did,’ Emfinger says. “But, you get hesi- 
tant to pick a No. 1 team. 

“Four years ago (1985) I picked 
Nebraska’s crop as No. 1, and last year 


it won the Big Eight. Nebraska doesn’t 
recruit like everybody else. It likes big, 
raw-boned youngsters who can run and 
who have good athletic ability. Then 
with their superb foundation the 
Nebraska coaches can develop the 
young man. 

“Nebraska always has a darned good 
recruiting class whether it’s rated tops, 
or not. Nebraska people are smart 
enough to realize this.” 

In a recent radio interview, Wallace 
claimed, “Notre Dame won the recruit- 


““lt takes only one 
or two players to 
make the difference 
between the top- 
ranked and the 
15th-ranked 
recruiting class.’” 
—Allen Wallace 


ing race hands down. They were turning 
down blue-chippers at the end,” 
Then, not two breaths later, Wallace 
softened that statement by claiming, 
“You've got to remember, it takes only 
one or two players to make the 
difference between the top-ranked and 
I5th-ranked recruiting class.” 
Lemming opinions, ‘Sometimes you 
have to take recruiting with a grain of 
salt. The public interest is tremendous 
and it’s getting greater each year. 
“Diehard fans don’t want to see the 
college football season end, and this is 
a way they can continue their interest 
until spring practice starts,” 
Emfinger says the media will 
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sometimes try to prematurely force the 
“Who's No. I?" issue. He swears, “A 
writer from Sports Illustrated called me 
and wanted me to confirm that Notre 
Dame easily won the recruiting race.” 

When Emfinger didn’t agree and 
suggested Florida State did as well, 
Emfinger said the S/ writer replied, 
“But, nobody is interested in Florida 
State.” 

To which Emfinger snapped, “People 
in Florida are!” 

Maybe one of the most reliable 
testimonies comes from unsolicited 
evaluations of coaches from other 
schools. Nebraska's 1989 class received 
plaudits from Arkansas head coach Ken 
Hatfield when addressing the local 
media on the evening of signing day. 

*“T think Nebraska had a great year 
because they were recruiting a lot of the 
kids in Texas we were,” Hatfield said. 
“Tt's very unusual for a school to almost 
have its recruiting limit of verbal 
commitments two weeks before signing 
date, but Nebraska did. 

“Tt puts a school in position to 
pressure prospects to make up their 
minds. I can’t remember many schools 
in a posture to do this with blue-chip 
recruits.” 

Hatfield also touched on another 
sensitive subject when asked if the 
probations at Oklahoma and Oklahoma 
State changed the shape of recruiting in 
Texas. Hatfield answered, ‘‘First of all, 
12 more players were available because 
OU had seven fewer grants to give and 
OSU had five fewer. We didn’t go head- 
to-head with those two schools as much 
as in the past. 

“Tt seemed to be Nebraska we were 
competing with the most.” 
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Whether anyone admits it or not, the 
probations blanketing the states of Texas 
and Oklahoma left their marks. Huskers 
Illustrated listed 20 Texas schoolboys on 
its All-American team. Eleven went out 
of state, seven stayed at home and two 
appear destined to drop into the abyss 
of Proposition 48, or worse. 

Oklahoma had 13 prospects recruited 
by a lot of major schools, including OU 
and OSU. Eight went out of state, 
including lineman Will Shields of 
Lawton, who signed with Nebraska 
despite a late pressure rush by the 
Sooners. The Sooners got the other five 
while OSU struck out on the reputed in- 
state blue chippers. 

Lemming added a somber note about 
the 1989 recruiting class by admitting, 
“Of the top 100 players we listed at least 
30, and maybe as many as 40, were Prop 
48 candidates at the time they signed. 

“Let’s face it, it wasn’t a very good 
year for academics.” 

These alarming figures will affect 
almost every college. To reinforce 
Lemming’s claim, it’s well known 
Oklahoma hasn't tried to hide the fact 
it took Prop 48 candidates when it felt 
they had a good chance to qualify after 
their first year. But, there are many 
colleges who've repeatedly claimed they 
don’t entertain the thought of signing 
Prop 48 candidates, such as USC and 
California-Berkeley. 

This year the Trojans signed 
quarterback Curtis Conway, who has 
ability and Olympic-class speed but who 
hasn't had passing results on the 
entrance tests. California, for all of its 
academic claims in the form of Rhodes 
Scholars and academic chairs, inked 
running back Russell White, who was 
awaiting the results of his third entrance 
exam after fumbling the first two tests. 

In trying to rate recruiting classes on 
a national level from our standpoint, 
Notre Dame did well but not any better 
than Florida State, which scored heavily 
in its talent-rich home state, or maybe 
even Clemson, which bagged six off our 
All-American list and was in the running 
for a seventh. UCLA picked up five 
outstanding Texans and Miami, 
finishing in a flambouyant flurry, also 
rates on the top level. Closely behind 
are Nebraska, USC, Texas and Ohio 
State, the latter only a player away from 
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the top rung. 

Emfinger, who tutored under Gil 
Brandt for the Dallas Cowboys and 
claims to have the only programmed 
computer rating system of the lot, 
actually gives points in evaluating the 
recruiting classes. He gave top billing 
to Florida State (64 points), followed by 
Notre Dame (61) and Miami (60). 

Clemson (56) could have improved its 
lot had running back Terry Kirby 
aligned with the Tigers, but he finally 
signed with Virginia. UCLA, USC, 
Auburn, LSU, Michigan, Texas. 
Nebraska, Ohio State and Georgia are 


all not more than two points back. 

“If you’re a Top 15 school in 
recruiting, you've done a heckuva job,” 
Emfinger snaps. “It’s just that close 
from No. | to No. 15.” 

Lemming rates top recruiting classes 
on two levels. He includes only four 
schools on the top tier: Notre Dame, 
Florida State, Clemson and Ohio State. 
Just a cut below are USC, UCLA, 
Nebraska, Michigan, Texas, Miami, 
LSU, Alabama, Clemson and Georgia, 
not necessarily in that order. 

“Maybe on depth of quality Notre 
Dame might have a slight edge,’ 


Name Ht. Wt. 
Quarterbacks 

Curtis Conway (4,4) 6-1 175 
Bert Emanuel (4.5) 6-0 175 
Ken Felder (4.6) 6-3 205 
J.J. Joe (4.6) 5-11 175 
Tommy Maddox (4.6) 6-5 190 


Running Backs 


Clyde Allen (4.45) 5-11 180 
Michael Bates (4.45) 5-11 185 
Odell Beckham (4.55) 5-11 190 
Dewell Brewer (4.45) 5-9 190 
Derek Brown (4.5) 5-10 185 
Jimmer Bundy (4.6) 6-0 240 
Ernest Crank (4.5) 5-11 180 
Lamel Foreman (4.4) 6-0 185 
Cedric Harper (4.5) 5-11 180 
Rudy Harris (4.6) 6-2 220 
Terry Kirby (4.5) 6-2 215 
Burnie Legette (4.6) 6-2 200 
Robert Strait (4.5) 6-2 220 
Russell White (4.45) 6-3 195 
Jermaine Williams (4.5) 6-2 195 
Tight Ends 

Brian Allen (4.65) 6-4 210 
Pat Bates (4.65) 6-4 215 
Joey Mickey (4.7) 6-7 240 
Ted Page (4.85) 6-4 235 
Steve Seagraves (4.8) 6-4 220 
Irv Smith (4.6) 6-4 225 
Wide Receivers 

Horace Copeland (4.55) 6-4 190 
Matt Frier (4.55) 6-0 180 
Ray Griggs (4.5) 6-3 180 
Ed Henderson (4.5) 5-11 175 
Mario Henry (4.5) 6-2 190 
Eric Turrell (4.4) 5-11 175 
Kevin Williams (4.4) 5-9 170 
Offensive Linemen 

Rudy Barber (4.9) 6-4 275 
Lee Brown (5.3) 6-4 310 
Jeff Cancienne (5.0) 6-4 270 
James Cargill (5.1) 6-7 285 
Vito Cinquepalmi (4.9) 6-3 250 
John English (5.2) 6-4 225 
John Karkoska (4.9) 6-3 260 


1988 HIGH SCHOOL ALL-AMERICANS* 


Hometown/High School College 
Hawthorne, Calif. USC 
Houston, Tex. (Langham Creek) UCLA 
Niceville, Fla. Florida State 
Arlington, Tex. (Lamar) Baylor 
Hurst, Tex. (Bell) UCLA 


Ft. Myers, Fla. Florida State 

Tucson, Ariz. (Amphitheater) Arizona 
Marshall, Tex. LSU 

Lawton, Okla. OU 
Anaheim, Calif. (Servite) Nebraska 
Woodbury, NJ Pittsburgh 
Bolingbrook, Ill. lowa 

Del City, Okla. Texas 
Richardson, Tex. undecided 
Brockton, Mass. Virginia 

Tabb, Va. Clemson 

Colorado Springs, Colo. (Mitchell) Michigan 
Cuero, Tex. Baylor 

Encino, Calif. (Crespi) California 
Detroit, Mich. (Chadsey) Pittsburgh 
Newall, Calif. (Hart) UCLA 
Galveston, Tex. (Ball) UCLA 
Oklahoma City, Okla. (Millwood) OU 


Cherry Hill, N.J. (East) 


Boston College 


Mesquite, Tex. Texas A&M 
Pemberton, N.J. Notre Dame 
Orlando, Fla. (Evans) Miami 


Suwannee, Fla. (Live Oak) 
Crete-Monee, Ill. 
Port Arthur, Tex. (Jefferson) 
Medford-Lanape, N.J. 
Tallahassee, Fla. (Godby) 


Florida State 
Notre Dame 
Temple JC 


South Carolina 


Florida State 


Dallas, Tex. (Roosevelt) Miami 
Carol City, Fla. Miami 
Louisville, Miss. Mississippi St. 

River Ridge, La. (Curtis) LSU 
Plainview, Tex. OU 

Chicago, Ill. (St. Patrick’s) Wyoming 

Arlington, Tex. (High) TCU 

Aldine, Tex. Baylor 
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Lemming admits. “But, through the top 
eight or 10 recruits signed, Notre Dame 
isn’t any better than eight or 10 other 
schools.” 

Checking the Huskers nationally, 
Super Prep said Nebraska signed 12 of 
its regional All-Americans, Emfinger’s 
All-American list had nine Cornhusker 
signees and Lemming had 1 of his top 
100 signing with Nebraska. 

There were some very interesting 
remarks from these, and others, some 
which involved the Huskers and all 
appreciated anonymity. 

One claimed, “Mike Anderson was 


the best prospect in Nebraska and one 
of the best in the nation. I don’t see why 
Junior Bryant was picked higher than 
Anderson because there are so many 
other defensive line prospects with 
better quickness.” 

Another said, “I gave Derek Brown 
the top mark (five), especially at his 
position. No other Nebraska signee got 
this rating but I rated eight of them with 
a four, which I interpret to mean they 
could be four-year starters and A\ll- 
Americans.” 

Nebraska rated a coup from another 
expert, “You go to the Midlands and 


*As selected by Huskers Illustrated 


Name Ht, Wt. Hometown/High School College 
Kevin Kelly (5.1) 6-3 260 Santa Monica, Calif. California 
Lance Larsen (5.1) 6-5 230 Moorehead, Minn. Nebraska 
Shannon Nevodomsky(5.1) 6-3 260 Humble, Tex. LSU 
Ryan Patterson (4.9) 6-3 240 Jenks, Okla. Tennessee 
Morris Unutoa (4.8) 6-3 245 Carson, Calif. BYU 
Bob Whitfield (5.0) 6-7 270 Wilmington, Calif. (Banning) Stanford 
Todd Yeaman (4.9) 6-4 275 — Ft. Worth, Tex. (Western Hills) Texas 
Linebackers/Defensive Ends 

Jessie Armstead (4.45) 6-2 205 Dallas, Tex. (Carter) Miami 
Joe Barry (4.7) 6-2 210 Boulder, Colo. Michigan 
Arthur Bussie (4.65) 6-3 220 Camden, N.J. Clemson 
Marvin Ferrell (4.8) 6-4 235 Jacksonville, Fla. (Raines) Florida State 
Seon Gilbert (4.8) 6-6 260 Aliquippa, Pa. Pittsburgh 
Antonio London (4,55) 6-4 200 Tullahoma, Tenn. Alabama 
James Mallett (4.65) 6-3 210 Liberty, Tex. Arkansas 
Richard McKenzie (4.5) 6-3. 220 Lauderdale Lakes, Fla. (Anderson) Penn State 
Tyrone Morrison (4.6) 6-3 235 San Diego, Calif. (Morse) Ohio State 
Eric Shaw (4.6) 6-3 223 Pensacola, Fla. Florida State 
Defensive Linemen 

Andy Abramowicz (4.9) 6-3 250 New Orleans, La. (Jesuit) Tulane 
Tamasi Amituanai (5.0) 6-4 296 Vista, Calif. Colorado 
Brad Banta (4.8) 6-5 230 Baton Rouge, La. (University) USC 
Cedric Bembry (5.0) 6-0 270 Carol City, Fla. Undecided 
Junior Bryant (5.1) 6-5 270 Omaha, Neb. (Creighton Prep) Notre Dame 
David Condon (4.9) 6-4 235 Arlington, Tex. (Martin) Texas 
Mike Hinz (4.8) 6-3. 255 Riverside, Calif. (Ramona) USC 
Shannon Jones (4.6) 6-4 220 Houston, Tex. (Smiley) USC 
Brent LeJeune (5.1) 6-5 280 Lake Charles, Lo. (Barbe) Clemson 
Mike Lewis (5.1) 6-5 275 Brockton, Mass. Michigan 
Sterling Palmer (4.8) 6-6 250 Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. (St. Thomas) Florida State 
Alonzo Spellman (5.0) 6-6 260 Mt. Holly, N.J. (Rancoces) Ohio State 
Pierre Wilson (4.8) 6-4 258 Jackson, Miss. (Provine) Clemson 
Defensive Backs 

Grady Caveness (4.5) 5-10 180 Houston, Tex. (Willowridge) Texas 
John Davis (4,52) 6-4 200 Pahokee, Fla. Florida State 
Derric Evans (4.5) 6-3 190 Dallas, Tex. (Carter) Tennessee 
Robert Gamble (4.5) 5-10 185 Kansas City, Mo. (Rockhurst) UCLA 
Eric Geter (4.5) 6-0 195 Newman, Ga. Clemson 
Odell Joyner (4.6) 6-3 215 Virginia Beach, Va. (Colonial) Virginia Tech 
Cookie Massey (4.6) 6-1 190 Rock Hill, S.C. (Northwestern) North Carolina 
Robert O'Neal (4.45) 6-2 180 Clarkston, Ga. Clemson 
Foster Paulk (4.5) 5-11 180 Sarasota, Fla. (Riverview) Ohio State 
Punters/Place Kickers 

Craig Hentrich 61 175 Alton-Marquete, Ill. Notre Dame 
Paul Stonehouse 5-9 165 Los Angeles, Calif. (Loyola) Stanford 


Pennsylvania for linemen and Florida, 
Texas and California for your skill 
people. Nebraska does this as well as 
anybody. If there is one interesting 
aspect about Nebraska’s signees it’s the 
overall foot-speed of the group.” 

Two agreed on this, “Not enough 
people realize the importance of 
Nebraska’s one junior college signee, 
fullback Omar Soto. When Nebraska 
lost Sam Schmidt to injury it decreased 
the blocking from this position. They 
got this and more in Soto.” 

A cross section of a half-dozen All- 
American teams, which usually 
included 100 names, showed 16 of the 
Husker signees on at least one of these 
teams. Four were listed by all six. 

Now if that’s not enough to whet your 
speculative interest, they're already 
beginning to compile next year's list. 
Take a look at some names you might 
see coaches and fans salivating over for 
the 1990 recruiting season: 

Quarterback Joe Pickens of 
Cleveland, Ohio, who owns a big-league 
arm and has the speed and toughness to 
run the option. 

Running back Kevin Mannix of 
Odessa, Tex., who adds 4.5 speed to a 
6-foot, 180-pound frame. Comes out of 
an excellent program. 

Running back Roderick Walker of 
Irving, Tex., who is one of the “big 
back” prospects at 6-1 by 200 pounds 
and has 4.5 speed. 

Running back Robert Smith, Euclid, 
Ohio, as a junior was named the best 
football player in Ohio for 1988, the first 
time a junior has been picked in over 
a decade. 

Wide receiver Ryan Matthews, 
Houston, Tex.. is 6-0, 175, has 4.5 speed 
and has hands like Ozzie Smith. 

Linebacker DeShannon Campbell, 
Houston, Tex., who at 6-4 and 235 
pounds has already been clocked at 4.6 
in the 40. 

Linebacker Oliver Gibson, 
Romeoville, Ill., is 6-4 by 230 pounds, 
getting bigger, stronger and quicker. 

Defensive end Aubrey Beavers, 
Houston, Tex., 6-4, 235, from the same 
high school which produced Dexter 
Manley of the Redskins and considered 
better than Manley at this stage. 

And, we suppose, this is just the tip 
of the iceberg. Hl 
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Victor Stachmus 


1969-1989 


ictor Stachmus shared a dream with 

\/ many high school football players: he 

wanted to be a Cornhusker. That dream 

came true in 1988 when he signed a letter of in- 

tent, thereby sharing the bond of Big Red foot- 

ball, a land of athletic giants. He also came to 

share with the run of common people a bond of 

tragedy: leukemia. On Jan. 23, 1989, at the age 

of 19, Victor Stachmus died of leukemia in Los 
Angeles. 

It was one year ago that Stachmus, from 
McAlester, Okla., had become the first player 
from that state — home of two rival universities 
— to sign with the Huskers. The 6-foot-5, 
250-pound lineman declined Oklahoma State’s in- 
vitation and was emotionally ready to begin fall 
practice, but it was not to be. 

In April 1988, Stachmus was diagnosed with 
Leukemia at St. Francis Hospital in Tulsa, where 
he decided to delay his enrollment at Nebraska 
until he regained his strength, formidable enough 
to bench press 350 pounds despite his long- 
armed frame. Doctors said the disease was in 
remission. 

Stachmus visited Lincoln last summer and 
planned his Cornhusker career, which was 
delayed again when chemotherapy was required, 
this time at M.D. Anderson Medical Center 
in Houston. Again doctors said the disease was 
in remission, but again tests would prove 
otherwise. 

Gone wild, the disease moved into his bones, 
and Stachmus was transferred to UCLA Medi- 
cal Center for a last fight. 

A week before his death, Nebraska media out- 
lets promoted a “Go Big Vic” campaign through- 
out the state, and the rally swept into Oklahoma 
as well. More than 2,000 cards and letters arrived 
at his hospital room. More came in after his 
death. Nebraska assistant coach Ron Brown 
recruited Stachmus, and they were close. “The 
cards and letters brought a lot of joy to Victor 
and his family,” said Brown. 

And Stachmus brought a lot of joy to those who 
knew him. He was big but kind, celebrated but 
unselfish, a young adult but obedient to his par- 
ents, the kind of big brother figure — almost 
fatherly — who stood up for the little guy, pro- 
tecting, as it were, the skinny kid with glasses 


from the school bully. 

“A lot of kids expect pampering when they're 
recruited, but Victor was always nice to me, ac- 
commodating my time and travel problems and 
serving my needs,” said Brown, who stayed for 
a week at the Stachmus home after the funeral. 
“T felt privileged to know Victor. He added to 
the quality of others’ lives.” 

The University of Nebraska athletic department 
donated $500 to a scholarship fund in McAlester 
to help local high school students attend the col- 
lege of their choice. Several coaches from the NU 
staff donated as well. 

Stachmus was buried in McAlester, and the 
funeral was colossal by local standards, not only 
by how many attended but also by who attend- 
ed. Brown was joined by Tom Osborne, plus as- 
sistants Charlie McBride and Milt Tenopir, who 
were united with rival players and coaches from 
Oklahoma State and Oklahoma University. Os- 
borne and Brown spoke. 

“Even though Victor never donned the pads at 
Nebraska, he was very much a part of the Corn- 
huskers,” said Brown. “He seemed to fit in so 
well. Victor was a high-principled person and his 
family is high-principled. Anyone like that is go- 
ing to be attracted to Tom Osborne and the 
Nebraska program. Victor will always be a part 
of this program. I really believe God had a plan 
for Victor Stachmus, both in life and in death.” 

Weakened and in physical pain, Stachmus was 
spiritually prepared to die, having accepted 
Christ. “It was a great comfort to him and to his 
family that he had embraced Christianity,’ said 
Brown. “He left a legacy of faith.’ 

And of principles. 

Moments before his death, Stachmus turned to 
his parents, Mike and Marianne, and asked per- 
mission to die. “He didn’t want to be a quitter,” 
said Brown. “He didn’t want to disappoint his 
parents. I think if they had said no, Victor would 
have kept fighting through the pain.” 

At 1:10 a.m. on a Monday, in a decision be- 
tween the flesh and the spirit, permission was 
given. 

(Contributions to the memorial scholarship 
fund can be made to the Victor Stachmus 
Scholarship Fund, c/o First National Bank and 
Trust Co., Box 1631, McAlester, OK 74502.) 
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The Fellowship of 
| Christian Athletes 
encourages the heroes of 
the sports world to be 
positive influences to the 
youth of America. You do 
| not have to be an athlete 
| to be a positive influence. 
} You can help the 
| Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes by becoming a 
| supporting member. Write 
to the Fellowship of 
| Christian Athletes, P.O. 
| Box 7, Milford, Nebraska 
| 68405 or call Wendell 
| Conover at (402) 761-3166. 


Mike Babcock 


STATE OF THE HUSKERS 


Change: 
All Things in Moderation 


CRITICS CALL FOR A REVAMPED OFFENSE, BUT TOM OSBORNE’S 
"BABY-AND-THE-BATHWATER THEORY MAKES SENSE. 


om Osborne has been buffeted 
i by the winds of change since 
Nebraska’s 23-3 loss to Miami 

in the Orange Bowl. 

His offensive philosophy, in particu- 
lar, has been blown this way and that, 
assailed by those winds. 

What began as a gentle breeze at the 
time of the Cornhuskers’ victory over 
Missouri, picked up force in victories 
over Colorado and Oklahoma. 

By the time Nebraska left the field in 
the Orange Bowl, the breeze had 
reached hurricane proportions, if you'll 
excuse the comparison, battering Os- 
borne’s offensive philosophy. 

Soon after returning to Lincoln, Os- 
borne said, “The last 15 years we've 


been No. | in the nation in offense, and 
we're not going to panic and throw the 
baby out with the bathwater. But we’re 
willing to pursue what we need to do to 
win. We'll make some changes.” 

You don’t become the second- 
winningest active coach in NCAA Di- 
vision I-A without a willingness to 
change. 

Osborne, the offensive genius behind 
Bob Devaney’s national championship 
teams in 1970 and 1971, has hardly been 
inflexible in shaping what has been the 
highest-scoring offense in the country 
during the 1980s. 

The Cornhuskers have ranked first 
twice, second once and third twice in 
scoring offense since 1980. 


Philosophically, this year’s offense was about the same as... 
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During that time, they’ve averaged 
nearly 39 points per game. 

Nebraska has led the nation five times 
and has never finished lower than third 
in rushing offense in the 1980s. And it 
has ranked in the Top 10 in total offense 
in all but two years. 

This season, the Cornhuskers led the 
nation in rushing, averaging 382.3 yards 
per game; they were sixth in scoring 
offense (39.5) and seventh in_ total 
offense (477.9). 

Time for a change? 

Judge for yourself. 

There’s more to it than that, of course. 
Despite this season’s statistical rankings, 
Nebraska had offensive problems lead- 
ing up to the Orange Bowl loss to 
Miami. 

The Cornhuskers managed only 17 
yards of offense during the first three 
quarters of the 26-18 victory over Mis- 
souri, and they scored only seven points 
in each of the victories over Colorado 
and Oklahoma. 

Nebraska rolled over Iowa State, 
51-16, down the stretch. But the Cy- 
clones were clearly outmanned, and that 
game was hardly representative. 

Still, seven points were enough to 
defeat Colorado and Oklahoma, and the 
Cornhuskers had, after all, contributed 
to their offensive problems with turn- 
overs and penalties. 

Besides, conference opponents are 
familiar enough with each other that 
such emotional defensive efforts 
shouldn’t be cause for panic. 

Nebraska’s offensive problems in 
those games might have been forgotten 
if the Cornhuskers had played better 
against Miami. 

In case you’ve erased the Orange 


Bowl from your memory... 

The Hurricanes limited Nebraska to 
80 rushing yards on 38 attempts, an 
average of 2.3 yards per carry. 

They relentlessly harrassed Corn- 
husker quarterback Steve Taylor, sack- 
ing him six times, hurrying him nine 
times and intercepting three of his 
passes. 

Taylor finished with eight comple- 
tions in 22 attempts for 55 yards. 

Nebraska needed a 50-yard field goal 
from Gregg Barrios to avoid being shut 
out for the first time since 1973, Os- 
borne’s first year as head coach. 

The Cornhuskers had only 10 first 
downs, and they were successful in only 
one of 14 third-down situations. 

“This was one of the worst beatings 
we've taken,’ Osborne said afterward. 

Nebraska had only 31 yards of offense 
in a 20-0 first half. 

“We thought we'd be able to run at 
them, but things disintegrated in the se- 
cond quarter, and it became hard to mix 
the run and pass because we were be- 
hind,” Osborne explained. “We had 
trouble blocking and finding the right 
people. If I had it to do over, we might 
run some more fullback and quick- 
hitting plays to offset the quickness of 
their defense.” 

That was the problem in a nutshell. 

Miami's defense was too quick, a fact 
to which Devaney alluded as he waited 
for an elevator at halftime. 

“IT didn’t think we were slow, but 
they’re quick,” Devaney said. 

On the last play of the first quarter, 
Cornhusker I-back Ken Clark was 
dropped for a I-yard loss as he tried to 
get to the outside. All 1] Miami 
defenders were either on or around the 
pile. 

Late in the second quarter, on third- 
and-one from the Nebraska 28, Clark 
was tackled for a 3-yard loss on a play 
designed to go inside. 

Once, Taylor was chased from one 
sideline to the other and tackled for no 
gain by Hurricane defensive tackle Jim- 
mie Jones, 6-foot-4 and 261 pounds. 

“They were a lot quicker than I 
thought they would be,” said Nebraska’s 
senior offensive guard John Nelson. 
“They were really quick.” 

That, more than Osborne’s offensive 


philosophy, explained the loss. 


Miami was significantly quicker. And 
the Hurricanes were clearly better. 

Nebraska could have shocked Miami 
with a single-wing offense, and the Hur- 
ricanes still would have won. 

They were that good defensively, a 
fact Osborne acknowledged. 

‘“‘Miami was the best (defense) we've 
seen this year and probably in a couple 
of years,” he said after the game. 

Nebraska’s offense also sputtered be- 
cause the line didn’t play well. 

Senior offensive guard and co-captain 
Andy Keeler didn’t mince words. ‘We 
stunk the place up,” he said. “Hey, we 
got our butts kicked.” 

Center Jake Young was similarly 
blunt. “There’s no other word than a 
four-letter word to describe the way we 
played,” said the junior All-American 
from Midland, Tex. 

The pitch, a play on which Nebras- 
ka’s I-formation offense depends, was 
useless against Miami’s quickness. 

As a result, “I think we ran only 


three,” Keeler said. “We kind of got out 
of our game plan.” 

The line’s problems were magnified 
throughout the offense. Taylor didn’t 
play well, mainly because “we didn’t 
give him a good shot,” said Keeler. 

Does Osborne need to change the 
offense? Not dramatically. 

As noted earlier, Nebraska’s offense 
constantly changes. 

The offense the Cornhuskers run now 
evolved from a pass-oriented attack 
directed by the likes of David Humm 
and Vince Ferragamo during Osborne's 
first few seasons as head coach. 

Nebraska led the Big Eight in pass- 
ing in both 1974 and 1976. 

“T love passing,” said Osborne, who 
worked with quarterbacks and receivers 
as an assistant under Devaney. 

With the notable exception of the 1971 
national championship team, however, 
“historically, it’s been hard for passing 
teams to win in the Big Eight Confer- 
ence,” Osborne said. 


...the offense of the early '8Os. It was considered a dandy back then. 
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More specifically, Nebraska had 
difficulty beating Oklahoma. 

“So we've gone more with the quick 
kid, who’s got the ability to run and 
throw. We feel, for our style, that’s more 
important,” said Osborne. 

Unlike Oklahoma, though, Nebraska 
has never turned entirely to the run. The 
forward pass has remained a part of the 
Cornhuskers’ offense. The problem is, 
“we haven't thrown the ball, maybe, 
quite as well as we'd like,’ Osborne 
said. “But even that is misleading. 

“In the Oklahoma game, we actually 
initiated 20 pass plays out of about 63 
snaps. Out of that 20, we only got the 
ball in the air 12 times.” 

Because of the way the Orange Bowl 
went, half the plays Nebraska called 
were passes. “We may see more of 
that,” he said. 

Osborne has incorporated some wish- 
bone plays from a power-I set into the 
offense in recent seasons. And he’s ad- 
ded some spread formations. 


State of the Huskers 


“We'll continue to add things to our 
offense and keep changing,” he said. 

But don’t look for Nebraska to go 
away from an offense in which the bas- 
ic plan is to run to set up the pass. That 
approach has proven effective, not just 


wa 
As we evaluate 
our program, 
se 
everything comes 
back to the 
strength 
y 
program.’’ 
—Boyd Epley 
at Nebraska but throughout the country, 
To understand the Cornhuskers’ 
offensive problems in the Orange Bowl, 
you have to accept the obvious: Miami 
had better players. 
Nebraska has rarely found itself in 
such a situation in recent seasons. 


“For the first time I can remember we 
were physically beaten,’ Taylor said. 
“Their defense was tremendous and 
tremendously quick, and we didn’t get 
things going (offensively).” 

Go back and count the number of 
times someone could have said that, 
There’s probably been only one such in- 
stance during the last 10 years, in 1985, 
when the Cornhuskers needed Chris 
Spachman’s 76-yard interception return 
to avoid being shut out by Oklahoma. 

The Sooners were physically superi- 
or. Their defense was outstanding. They 
won the national championship, 

Nebraska came back from that 27-7 
loss to remain competitive with Okla- 
homa, not by dramatic changes in offen- 
sive philosophy but rather by recruiting 
outstanding athletes to execute Os- 
borne’s intricate attack. 

Miami’s defensive scheme in the 
Orange Bow! wouldn't have worked 
nearly as well as it did without the ex- 
ceptional players Coach Jimmy Johnson 
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has attracted. 

Oklahoma State wouldn't be suffering 
through a 27-game winless streak 
against Nebraska if offensive philosophy 
was the only factor. 

Offensive philosophy alone hasn't 
made Kansas State the losingest football 
program in NCAA history. 

The building of a successful offense, 
like a successful program, begins with 
players — recruiting in other words. 

If you're still down about the loss to 
Miami and need some cheering up, 
check Nebraska's recruiting class. 

Nobody has done it better. 

Because of the Orange Bowl loss, Os- 
borne and his assistants are taking a 
close look at what they do. 

Strength and conditioning coach Boyd 
Epley, for example, says: “As we evalu- 
ate our program, everything comes back 
to the strength program.” 

That’s why “we're not trying to get 
bigger any more,” he says. ‘“We’re try- 
ing to be leaner, which, in effect, is 


more muscular and effective for the ath- 
lete. Bigger isn't necessarily better if 
there is a lot of fat involved.” 

Speed and strength remain the most 
important components in Epley’s con- 
ditioning program. 

“We need to continue doing a better 
job of building strength in order to have 
the strength to improve speed. in order 
to have the size necessary to play, in ord- 
er to have the power necessary to play,” 
he says. 

Such changes in philosophy are an 
outgrowth of experience. 

In the 1967 Sugar Bowl, a big, strong 
Nebraska team lost to a smaller but 
much quicker Alabama, 34-7. 

The lessons about the value of speed 
the Cornhuskers learned from that game 
produced back-to-back national cham- 
pionships three years later. 

The lessons learned, or reinforced, in 
the loss to Miami will serve Nebraska 
well in the future. 

The Cornhuskers’ first concern, of 


course, is winning the Big Eight cham- 
pionship, which they did. 

And whatever offensive philosophy 
enables them to be competitive with Ok- 
lahoma, year-in and year-out, is the 
right philosophy for Osborne. 

However, times have changed. 

Osborne no longer limits his vision 
to the conference. *‘We’ve got to build 
a team that can beat the best team in the 
country,” he says. 

Although, officially, that distinction 
belonged to Notre Dame in 1988, you 
could make an argument for Miami. 

That might not be any consolation to 
Nebraska coaches and players. But they 
probably need to be reminded, just so 
they don’t begin to doubt themselves or 
their ability. 

Let the winds of change blow. 

There’s nothing wrong with Osborne's 
offensive philosophy. The components 
are there. It was basically the same in 
1983. And nobody was complaining 
then. 
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The Best Day 


The Worst Day 
The Painful Day 


Tom Rathman is a Super Bowl champion, something he once only dreamed about. 


tarting in early February and 
S continuing through late April, a 

lot of football dreams will come 
true for young men across America. A 
lot of dreams, however, will vanish, and 
many less fortunate athletes will, for all 
intents and purposes, lurch up in bed 
and in a cold sweat wondering, ‘*Was it 
real?” These are the young men whose 
football careers 
end unfullfilled, 
either after high 
school or college. 

Yes, football is a 
very real dream 
for thousands, 
perhaps millions, 
of young Ameri- 
can boys, but 
those ultimate 
dreams — win- 
ning the Super 
Bowl or a nation- 
al collegiate 
championship or 
just playing in the 
NFL — come true 
for about as many 
athletes as there 
are all-time Kan- 
sas State football 
victories: precious 
few. 

This is the real- 
ity of football in 
our culture. 

Tom Rathman 
has seen that 
dream become 
reality. 

Nebraska’s 
former All-Big 
Eight fullback has 
maintained a 
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By Mark Owens 


level-headed and appreciative approach 
to football, which for him has slowly 
evolved from the playground game he 
didn’t like, to the high school career that 
made him a hero in Grand Island, to the 
dream-come-true of being a Husker, to 
being drafted by San Francisco of the 
NFL and, ultimately, to winning the Su- 
per Bowl. 


After the 49ers beat Cincinnati in a 
thriller that looked early to be an emer- 
gency room training film for treating 
trauma injuries, Rathman had some time 
to relax with wife Holly and reflect on 
his unique success and how precariously 
close he came to missing out on a dream 
career. 

“Sure, I was like everybody else, 
growing up as a 
kid and dreaming 
about the Super 
Bowl,” said Rath- 
man. “I remem- 
ber running 
around in the front 
yard pretending 
like I was some- 
body famous. But 
really, as a kid, I 
was big on 
Nebraska football. 
The whole state is. 
It’s crazy. To play 
for Nebraska was 
my goal coming 
out of high 
school.” 

Rathman _al- 
most missed that 
chance. If he 
could have made 
one particular de- 
cision when he 
was in junior high 
— instead of his 
parents making it 
for him — Rath- 
man would not 
have a Super Bowl 
ring today. 

Lonnie, his 
mother, explains: 
“Tom’s junior 


high coaches wanted him to play in the 
line because he was bigger than most of 
the other kids, but Tom didn’t want to 
do that. He had his mind set that he 
would quit football before he’d play in 
the line. He wanted to play something 
more glamorous like linebacker. But his 
father (Tom, Sr.) and I decided it would 
be best if Tom simply got involved in 
sports and made the most of it even if 
he didn’t get everything he wanted.” 

Rathman followed orders and eventu- 
ally became an all-state fullback and 
linebacker for Coach Ken Fischer at 
Grand Island. But after being a big fish 
in a small pond at Grand Island, Rath- 
man would soon become a relatively 
small fish in the ocean on signing day 
in 1981 as Nebraska harvested one of its 
most celebrated classes ever. Rathman 
seemed to pale in comparison to the 
Cornhuskers’ prep All-American sig- 
nees: Mike Rozier, Todd Frain, Mike 
Knox, Paul Miles, Kevin Cole and Stan- 
ley Wade plus Kevin Waechter, a juco 
All-American. 

There may be a lesson to be learned 
in Rathman’s case concerning the ‘“‘un- 
sanity” of recruiting ratings when one 
considers that the comparatively unher- 
alded Rathman has since enjoyed more 
individual NFL success than any of 
those prep All-Americans except for 
Rozier, and none can come close to his 
team success. 

Still, Rathman enjoyed a confidence- 
builder as a freshman, and his dreams 
of pro football slowly became less 
dreamy-eyed and more inquisitive. 

“T didn’t start thinking at all serious- 
ly about pro ball until my freshman year 
when I got moved up to varsity late in 
the season,” Rathman said. “I got my 
own jersey number — and for a fresh- 
man, that’s a big accomplishment. 
That’s when I set my sights on playing 
professional football.” 

Some youngsters, it has been 
documented, set their sights on the NFL 
even earlier than that. The University 
of Nebraska conducted a survey of in- 
coming freshman football players sever- 
al years ago, and the results showed that 
almost 40 percent of the athletes (who 
hadn’t played a down of even junior var- 
sity football) felt that they had a future 
in pro football. 

“T don’t think it was really common 


Rathman dreamed of pro ball all right, but mostly he dreamed of 
the Huskers. 


when I was at Nebraska for freshmen 
to dwell on the pros,’ said Rathman. 
“Mostly they were so caught up in 
Nebraska football.” 

The lure of a pro career seems to be 
a double-edged sword. Jim Parmer, a 


“it’s not a matter 
of how smart you 
are or how good 
an athlete you 
are. You have to 
be able to play 
under pressure.’’ 
—Tom Rathman 
scout with the Chicago Bears, recently 
said, “It can serve as a motivator. With 
that hope for the future, some kids will 
work that much harder.” But there is a 
down-side, too. “It’s a shame,” said 
Parmer. ‘“We get a few kids coming in 


here from college who don’t seem to 
have learned a thing, even the basics: 


reading and writing. These are usually 
the guys who took the approach out of 
high school that college football was just 
an entree to pro football.” 

That can be an emotionally danger- 
ous approach to take. 

Football and sports in general are 
filled with stories of flukey bad luck — 
injuries, academic misfortunes, NCAA 
probations, coaching staff overalls — 
that can wipe out or detour a player’s 
career. Rathman faced such a 
crossroads. 

“T don’t think I would be in the NFL 
right now if I had been a tight end,” 
Rathman said of his near-brush with 
receiverdom. As a sophomore, Rathman 
was nearly moved to tight end, was 
ready, in fact, to make the switch in 
spring practice, until a Husker fullback 
left the team and caused a void there. 
“T think the coaches liked the way I 
played tight end?’ Rathman recalled. “I 
felt I had good hands, and the coaches 
felt that if they could get me on the field 
I could help the team out a little bit.” 

But at 6-foot-0 and 220 pounds, Rath- 
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Tom Rathman 
——— 


man says in hindsight: “I was the wrong 
size.” 

Also in hindsight, it is more than 
reasonable to think that Rathman would 
have stayed at tight end if Nebraska's 
fullback depth had remained intact in 
the spring of 1983, because he has since 
become an outstanding pass-catcher in 
San Francisco’s ball-control offense. In- 
deed, the hands were more than good. 

Rathman’s college fullback career im- 
proved to the point that one Big Eight 
sports reporter called him “the greatest 
unheralded player I’ve seen in the 
league.’ But writers from The Sporting 
News were calling 6-3, 265-pound offen- 
sive guard Harry Grimminger a 1984 
All-American; a stud; the latest deluxe 
model off Nebraska’s assembly line of 
offensive linemen. Grand Island was all 
abuzz that this favorite son was destined 
for the NFL. 

“Harry wasn’t even drafted,” said 
Lonnie. “And Tom went, ‘Wow! I bet- 
ter get after it’ It shocked everyone 


Rathman’s career might have 
overturned had he been 
converted to tight end. 


around here that Harry wasn’t picked, 
and I think it especially hit home to Tom 
that he better not take anything for 
granted.” 

It was during Rathman’s senior year 
that pro football dreams became a seri- 
ous consideration. 

He went on to set the Nebraska 
single-season rushing record for full- 
backs. He was determined to learn from 
Griminger’s misfortune. 

“T can imagine that there are some 
players who are talented enough to take 
the approach that their main concern in 
college is just to not get injured,” said 
Rathman. “But in my case, I wasn’t real- 
ly sure that I would get a chance to prove 


myself after my college career was’over. 
Sure, you'd like the pro scouts to be in- 
terested in you when they come around. 
In my case, some scouts were, and some 
weren't.” 

Rathman hoped he'd get enough pro 
interest to be drafted by at least the third 
round. As luck would have it, he was 
the first pick of the third round in the 
1986 NFL draft. 

“I was really happy with that,” said 
Rathman. “By then football had really 
become a serious thing, almost like a 
business.” With three years of pro ex- 
perience behind him, Rathman can also 
look back and say that football “‘suc- 
cess” is capricious: a 50-50 bargain split 
down the middle between Lady Luck 
and one’s athletic ability. Without a lit- 
tle of both, the deal is off. 

““You have to work hard,” said Rath- 
man. “You have to be a good athlete. 
If you’re not a good athlete, you’re not 
going to be in the league. But a lot of 
it is luck. It depends on if you’re draft- 
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ed by the right team, how you fit into 
their offensive or defensive system. 
There are a lot of very talented players 
who don’t make it in the NFL, no ques- 
tion about it. It’s not a matter of how 
smart you are or how good an athlete 
you are. You have to be able to play un- 
der pressure.” 

Pressure. The real world of pro foot- 
ball. High stakes. ‘‘This is what I do to 
support my family,’ Rathman insists. In- 
deed, the pressure of mouths to feed. 
Last Feb. 10, the Rathman threesome of 
Tom, Holly and 2-year-old Nicole in- 
creased to a foursome as 7-pound, 
8-ounce Alexandra Elizabeth was born 
— hungry, naturally. 

“At the 49ers and throughout the 
league, we go in at 8 o'clock and get off 
at 5:30 like everybody else. It seems like 
a job. It’s not really a dream anymore. 
As professional football players we’re in 
a unique situation of being able to make 
very good money compared to what a 
normal college graduate could expect 
right out of school. So, it’s not only a 
job, but it’s a very good-paying job that 
we all want to hold on to. The main 
difference is, you can be here one day 
and gone the next.” 

Perhaps there is no more harsh reali- 
ty than this fickleness of football, the 
thin line between stardom and oblivion. 
Lonnie remembers last January’s Super 
Bowl as the thinnest of thin lines. 

“Tt was the worst day of my life,’ she 
said. Why? Because of the pressure; it 
was do-or-die; it was so close, yet for 
60 minutes so far. “I kept thinking how 
this game was such a once-in-a-lifetime 
thing. I was scared to death Tom 
wouldn’t win. 

“Tt was like the 1983 Nebraska team 
and the Orange Bow] for the national 
championship. It was just an inch away 
and we didn’t get it. I had the same feel- 
ing for Tom and the Nebraska players 
back then — that these things don’t hap- 
pen very often, and you have to make 
the most of them when you get the 
chance.” 

That’s exactly what Rathman did, and 
it wasn’t the least bit easy. In fact, it was 
most painful. Almost dangerous. 

You see, the television microscopes 
that dissected seemingly every aspect of 
the game did not pick up that Rathman 
injured his neck on the 49ers’ first offen- 


sive possession. For those who video- 
taped the game, the evidence is clear on 
a simple replay. The pain, however, was 
not at all clear in Rathman’s play. He 
continued despite coming close to be- 
ing another early casualty, ala Cincin- 
nati’s Tim Krumrie and later Jim Skow 
(who in fact returned to action and is 
now fit again). 

“We had a marvelous celebration 
party later that night and Tom (Sr.) and 
I were so excited waiting for Tom to 
show up,” said Lonnie. “‘He finally got 
there but hardly stayed at all because his 
neck hurt so bad. The 49ers had won 
the world championship, and Tom 
couldn’t even enjoy it.” 

But Rathman really is enjoying that 
success. He’s since been repaired by 
doctors and the pain is gone. He’s basi- 
cally spending time at home in Redwood 
City (about 20 miles south of San Fran- 
cisco) playing Mr. Mom and enjoying 
fatherhood. Although he doesn’t pursue 
an off-season career, this former Husker 


Memories of Nebraska’s 1984 
Orange Bowl nightmare (above) 
haunted Lonnie Rathman during 
this year’s Super Bowl. 
Rathman (right) remembers 
playing football in his front yard 
as a kid, pretending he was 
somebody famous. 


keeps busy with autograph conventions 
and speaking engagements, frankly stat- 
ing he indeeds to make hay while the 
financial sun shines on his family. 
“You're not going to be able to do this 
the rest of your life,” he says. 

Part of Rathman’s success in handling 
his transition from a grade-school front 
yard scatback to work-a-day-world pro 
footballer, according to Lonnie, is that 
he hasn't changed. “He hasn’t let it go 
to his head,” she explained. ‘“‘He knows 
that pro football is exciting and wonder- 
ful now, but that someday it will only 
be a memory.” 

And then the cycle — the one that this 
year’s high school recruits may just be 
starting to consider — will be complete; 


‘from thinking about it, to doing it, to 


finally only remembering it, someday 
telling stories of a marvelous Nielsen- 
Buster Bowl win to Alexandra 


Elizabeth, who was unable to attend, 
preoccupied with the mundane chore of 
getting herself born. 
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T he highlight of the evening was 
probably when Bob Devaney 
sang a Salvation Army song to 
underscore the reason for his visit. 

“Tis better to give than to receive,” 
sang the Hall of Fame football coach 
and Nebraska’s athletic director. 
Everyone loved it. 

And everyone loved Devaney. 

He still has the touch, which is why 
some 200 people attended the South 
Central Big Red Club’s banquet in 
Holdrege in mid-November. 

The audience included former 
Nebraska Athletic Director Bill Orwig, 
now residing in Michigan. 

Devaney and former Cornhusker 
football player Mike Grace, who now 
raises funds for the athletic department 
through the University Foundation, 
attended the banquet, both to show 
appreciation for the South Central Big 
Red Club and to draw attention to it. 

As is the case with every major 
college athletic department, Nebraska’s 
is looking for new ways to raise money. 
And the South Central Big Red Club 
represents one way Devaney and Grace 
hope will work: grass roots giving. 

“This area has always been very 
generous,” says Grace, who played 
defensive end for Devaney-coached 
teams in 1964 and 1965, before an injury 
cut short his football career. 

Devaney recruited Grace out of Sioux 
City, Iowa. Actually, Devaney’s sales 
pitch was directed more at his parents, 
Grace says with a smile. 

Obviously, it was effective. 

The South Central Big Red Club is a 
confederation of the members in all of 
the area’s Nebraska booster clubs. 

It's loosely organized, with 
approximately 35 to 40 members, 
mostly from Holdrege, according to 
Darold Tagge, a committee member. 

Yes, Darold is a cousin of former 
Cornhusker quarterback Jerry Tagge. 

The club hopes for involvement by 
boosters in other area communities, 
such as Minden and Lexington. 


“There is no formal organization, no 
bylaws,” Grace says. “‘The whole 


TOM OSBORNE AND BOB DEVANEY emphasis is on fund-raising.” 
EMBRACE THE AVERAGE FAN AS NU’S And the South Central Big Red Club 


FUTURE HOPE FOR FINANCIAL STRENGTH.  conibuts more wo Comnhucker athlems 


than any other booster club, “‘on a per- 
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capita basis,” according to Grace. 

The area has also contributed some 
very good football players to Nebraska, 
among them Andy Means, Todd Brown 
and Scott Strasburger in recent seasons, 
and Brian Edgren and David Edeal on 
the current team. Edeal, a center, is 
from Loomis. Both are walkons and will 
be juniors in the fall. 

Fund-raising is vital, of course. 
Without it, such athletes might not have 
an opportunity to compete. 

Nebraska’s athletic department oper- 
ates on a budget of approximately $12.5 
million. And yet, only football and 
men’s basketball turn a profit. 

Revenue is even more of a concern at 
Nebraska now because of NCAA sanc- 
tions against the Oklahoma and Okla- 
homa State football programs. The 
Cornhuskers, as well as the rest of the 
conference schools, stand to lose a con- 
siderable amount of money with the 
Sooners and Cowboys unable to be in 
televised games or post-season bowls. 

In addition, the Nebraska athletic 
department is still paying off the $15 
million recreation project of which the 
Cook Pavilion indoor practice facility 
was a relatively small part. 

Coach Tom Osborne brings up that 
situation “about every six months,” he 
said at a news conference prior to the 
Cornhuskers’ departure for Miami and 
the Orange Bowl. 

Though the subject of the news con- 
ference was Nebraska’s preparation for 
Miami, Osborne felt compelled to talk 
about revenues and fund-raising. 

“T really don’t know of any athletic 
department in the country that’s in- 
volved in building a public, academic 
educational facility or project of that 
magnitude,” he told reporters. 

“We feel like we are trying to make 
contributions to the university in many 
ways. Hopefully, some will help.” 

Osborne said the athletic department 
doesn’t operate in a vacuum. 

“Many times, people kind of look at 
athletics as not a very integral part of 
education, and sometimes it’s an actual 
detriment to the educational endeavor of 
an institution,” he said. 

“T don’t think that’s necessarily true. 
If you look at it over the last 15 or 16 
years, I believe, $50,000-plus has gone 
(from athletics) into the general scholar- 
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Bob Devaney had to drum up support in the ’6Os for NU to survive. 


Now he does it so the Huskers will thrive. 


ship fund of the university. That in- 
cludes all of the Player of the Game 
awards over many years of TV, and 
we've contributed $5,000 a year to a 
minority scholarship program on the 
campus, which up until this year, I be- 
lieve, was the only minority scholarship 
money being used by the University of 


Nebraska. 

“That money comes from our Con- 
verse shoe contract, which really comes 
out of the coaches’ pockets. 

“And then, of course, we give $10,000 
a year in post-graduate scholarships to 
former players,” said Osborne. 

The money has to come from 
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somewhere. 

“If we’re going to come up with about 
$1 million-plus to fund a recreational 
program, we're going to be strained,” 
Osborne continued. “As long as we con- 
tinue to operate as we have, we'll prob- 
ably be able to break even. 

“But if we ever get to the point where 
we're losing some football games, or 
support falls off, we'd be in a lot of trou- 
ble trying to meet that. 

“So we're hoping to increase the 
membership in our booster clubs,’ he 
said. “There are many schools with 
10,000 to 14,000 people in their club. 
We're really looking for added support, 
and we're hoping it might be forthcom- 
ing. We'd like to encourage people who 
are interested to join the Beef Club, the 
Director’s Club, the Husker Awards or 
Touchdown Club. 

“Okay. With that commerical out of 
the way...” Osborne concluded his 
pitch and turned to the Orange Bowl. 

His point was well-taken. 


$500,000,000 OF RESEARCH 


Less than 4,000 people, statewide, be- 
long to Nebraska athletic booster clubs, 
according to Grace. 

They contribute approximately $1.7 
million annually, not bad until you con- 
sider the University of Iowa has 14,000 
boosters who contribute $4.75 million 
a year, Grace says. 

He has more dramatic statistics. 

Clemson receives about $6 million 
annually in contributions from 21,000 
boosters, and the University of South 
Carolina, located just down the road 
from Clemson, receives nearly $5.5 
million from 12,000 boosters. 

Oklahoma tops the Big Eight Confer- 
ence in booster-club contributions, at 
approximately $2 million, Grace says. 

“We rank fifth or so.” 

The Nebraska season football tickets 
available to the general public are con- 
trolled by 13,000 people, only 22 per- 
cent of whom belong to any athletic 
giving club. And ticket revenue is no 
longer sufficient to y Operate athletic pro- 


HELPED CLIFF SHAW 
PLAY BASEBALL AT AGE 85. 


In November 1973, 
Cliff Shaw was stricken 
with cancer. 

Fortunately, it was 
detected early enough. 
And with surgery, Cliff 
was able to continue liv- 
ing a healthy, active life. 

There was a time 
when such a diagnosis 
was virtually hopeless. 

But today, cancer is 
being beaten. Over the 

ears, we've spent 

500,000,000 in research. 
And we've made great 
strides against many 
forms of cancer. 


With early detection and treatment, the survival rate for colon and 
rectal cancer can be as high as 75%. Hodgkin's disease, as high as 74%. 


Breast cancer, as high as 90%. 


Today, one out of two people who get cancer gets well. 


| It’s a whole new ball game. 
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grams for men and women. 

The athletic department already is 
studying the feasibility of raising foot- 
ball ticket prices for selected games, the 
way other schools do. 

“We just need to get more people in- 
volved,” Grace says. 

Nebraska doesn’t have a formalized, 
statewide booster organization. That’s 
the way Devaney wants it. 

Grass roots support. 

Devaney went to Holdrege in hopes 
of attracting new members to the South 
Central Big Red Club. 

“Believe me, we need all the help we 
can get,” he told the audience. 

“T know you’ve done a lot for us. But 
you could go out and bring other peo- 
ple into the various clubs — Touch- 
down, Husker Awards, Director’s Club, 
Beef Club, Anything like that, we'd ap- 
preciate very much. We want to con- 
tinue to give you the type of athletic 
program you deserve.” 

At one time, the athletic department 
received about $2 million a year in sup- 
port from the state. Now, it doesn’t 
receive a dime of state money, accord- 
ing to Devaney. 

Devaney didn’t just ask for money, 
though. He gave the South Central Big 
Red Club what it wanted — himself. 

“I’m hesitant to fly because of my 
back,” he told them. “There’s a yellow 
streak up it.” 

The jokes were familiar, but that 
didn’t diminish the laughter. 

To illustrate that he always stressed 
academics, Devaney told a story about 
former Cornhusker running back Wil- 
lie Ross, who was supposedly three 
credit hours short of being eligible. 

“What's your best subject,” Ross was 
asked. “Geography,” he replied. 

Since there wasn’t time for Ross to 
take a correspondence course, the ge- 
ography instructor agreed to give him 
a test, comprised of only one question. 

“Mr. Ross, are you ready? What is the 
capital of the United States?” 

“Baltimore,” came the answer. 

“Well, Baltimore is 30 miles from 
Washington, D.C. Thirty from 100 is 70, 
and that’s a passing grade.” 

Laughter. 

Devaney recounted how once, after a 
particularly disappointing loss, he 
bumped into a little old lady. 


‘Pardon me. I meant no offense, ma- 
dame,” he said. ‘‘Your defense wasn’t 
worth a darn either,’ she replied. 

More laughter. 

Devaney told the audience last fall the 
Cornhuskers had “better than a 50-50 
chance of beating Oklahoma.” 

And he was right. 

After Devaney was finished speaking, 
the South Central Big Red Club con- 
ducted an auction to raise additional 
funds for the athletic department. 

It was a secondary concern. Increased 
membership was the primary function 
of the evening. Each member brings in 
one or two new members, who, in turn, 
bring in one or two, a geometric 
progression that can dramatically in- 
crease annual donations. ‘‘We want to 
get to leaders in areas,’ Devaney said. 
“And maybe they can bring in more 
(people).” 

The auction provided evidence of the 
fund-raising potential of concerted ef- 
forts by strong booster clubs. 

It raised more than $7,000. 

What's a football autographed by the 
1988 Cornhuskers worth? After a brief 
sales pitch by Devaney, $975. 

The winning bid on a Nebraska hel- 
met with Broderick Thomas’ No. 89 on 
the back was $750. A jersey worn by I- 
back Terry Rodgers went for $475. 

The winning bid on an aluminum bat 
and a baseball was $190. Oh yes, the ball 
was autographed by Devaney. 

Devaney came to Nebraska in 1962. 
The Cornhuskers had suffered through 
six consecutive losing football seasons, 
including a 3-6-1 finish in 1961. 

His first Nebraska team won nine of 
ll games, including a 36-34 victory over 
Miami in the Gotham Bowl. 

Since his arrival, the Cornhuskers 
have never had a losing season, and 
they’ve not received a post-season bowl 
invitation only twice. 

During his 1] seasons as head coach, 
Nebraska won 101 of 123 games, with 
two ties, a Winning percentage of .829. 

When the time came to step down as 
the head football coach, Devaney had 
the foresight to pick Osborne. 

When Devaney first arrived at 
Nebraska from Wyoming, he traveled 
the state, from border to border, gener- 
ating support for his fledgling program. 

He made speeches at business club 


luncheons and high school athletic ban- 
quets. The Irishman from Saginaw, 
Mich., had the touch then. 

And he still has it. 

He’s hoping he can use it to turn in 
some gold for the athletic department 
he’s made one of the nation’s best. 
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“If you want to be forgiven and know 
the joys of livin’, ‘tis better to give than 
to receive,” sang Devaney. 

During the flight from Lincoln to 
Holdrege, he said he'd sing it. 

In a way, the medium was the 
message. 
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Past Answers 


Present Solutions 


BEAU REID’S PRE-TEEN PRECOCIOUSNESS MAY EVENTUALLY 
__ ANSWER SOME CURRENT NU QUESTIONS. 


anny Nee, then the head basket- 
D:' coach at Ohio University, 
was speaking to a group of 
youngsters at a summer basketball camp 
in Lancaster, Ohio, several years ago. 
Each time Nee asked a question, an 
eager young boy, maybe 12 years old, 
answered, immediately. 
The answers were so insightful that 
when Nee finished the session, he asked 
someone who the boy was. 


“That’s Arden’s son,” he was told. 

Arden Reid, the head basketball 
coach at Lancaster High School, was the 
director of the camp. 

His son, Beau, was the precocious 
youngster with all the answers. 

You'd expect that of a coach’s son. But 
Nee was surprised. Beau Reid had made 
a good first impression. 

Nee returned to work the camp the 
next summer — in fact, he became a 


Reid switched 
to basketball 
when his high 
school didn't 
need a 6-4 
wishbone 
quarterback. 


regular at the camp. Each year, at the 
end of the session, participants were 
asked to list which of the guest coaches 
they would like to have back. 

Nee was extremely popular among 
the campers. And for five years in a row, 
his name was at the top of the list. 

During that time, he watched Beau 
Reid grow up and develop. It should 
come as no surprise, then, that Beau 
Reid now plays for Nee at Nebraska. 

What is surprising, though, is that 
Nee offered Reid a scholarship to play 
basketball at Ohio University without 
watching him play in high school. 

Not even once. 

Nee wasn’t taking much of a gamble, 
though. Reid was the Southeastern Ohio 
high school Player of the Year as a 
senior. He was a first-team all-state pick 
by United Press International, after 
leading his dad’s team to a second con- 
secutive 20-5 record and appearance in 
the “elite eight” of Ohio’s post-season 
tournament for large schools. 

In his last four games in the tourna- 
ment, Reid averaged 25.8 points, 16 re- 
bounds and seven assists. 

The clincher as far as Nee was con- 
cerned, however, was Reid’s perfor- 
mance in a shooting drill one day during 
the summer camp. 

Each player took 15 or 16 shots from 
various spots on the court, and “Beau 
never missed,” says Arden Reid. 

“He hit ’em all. Danny never saw him 
play in a game. He said, ‘I’ve seen him 
shoot. That’s all I need to see.” 

Beau Reid signed an early letter of in- 
tent with Ohio University during his 
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Known for his intensity, Reid 
is one of several bright 
spots in NU’s future. 


senior year at Lancaster High. 

His father was almost as surprised as 
he was pleased about that. 

“T had thought of Beau as a Division 
Ill player, and I had already been to the 
bank to arrange loans to cover his 
schooling,’ Arden Reid says. 

Despite his aptitude for the sport and 
the fact that his father coached it, Beau 
Reid didn’t make a commitment to 
basketball until after his sophomore year 


Husker Hoops 


in high school. 

He had begun playing organized 
basketball at the earliest age possible in 
Lancaster. “But his favorite sport was 
probably football,” says Arden. 

“T really didn’t care what sport it was. 
I was just glad he was involved.” 

Two things happened to change 
Beau’s attitude toward football. He stood 
6-foot-4 by his junior year in high 
school. And the Lancaster High football 
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coach scrapped his I-formation offense 
in favor of the wishbone. 

There wasn’t much demand for a 6-4 
wishbone quarterback. 

The new offense “wasn’t conducive to 
Beau’s being successful,’ says Arden. 
“The writing was on the wall.” 

Soon after that, Beau also gave up 
baseball to concentrate on basketball. 
As we’ve seen, both he and his father 
benefitted from the decision. 

Arden Reid, who’s now Nee’s assis- 
tant at Nebraska, never planned to be 
a basketball coach. He walked on to the 
freshman basketball team at Ohio State 
and played one season. But after com- 
pleting a degree in physical education, 
“T was more interested in becoming a 
teacher,” he says. 

“T didn’t think I'd like coaching.” 

Like it or not, Arden was left with lit- 
tle choice when he took a job in the Lan- 
caster public school system. 

In addition to his teaching duties, he 
was told he'd have to coach either girls’ 
track and field or eighth-grade boys’ 
basketball. He chose the latter, some- 
what reluctantly because “‘T really didn’t 
have a definite basketball background,” 
he says. 

His on-the-job training included two 
seasons with the eighth-grade boys and 
six seasons as the Lancaster High boys’ 
reserve basketball coach. 

After his fifth season with the 
reserves, Arden was offered the varsity 
boys’ job. He declined. 

The coach who accepted the job left 
after one season. 

Arden again was offered the job. And 
this time he accepted. 

“The superintendent was (also) 
young. He told me, ‘I know it’s going 
to be tough, but I want you to build 
something here,”’ says Reid. 

The way to do that, the superintendent 
told Reid, was to start at the junior high 
level and make sure the tall kids didn’t 
get cut, give them time to grow and de- 
velop coordination. 

“That became our emphasis,” 
says. ‘And it worked.” 

Reid also worked to get the commu- 
nity involved. ‘“‘We put up baskets all 
over town and built basketball courts 
throughout the city,” he says. “It was 
difficult, and sometimes, it could be 
very political.” 


Reid 
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Reid’s first two seasons as varsity 
coach, Lancaster High took its lumps. 
His coaching record over seven seasons 
was 99-62, and 32 of the losses came 
during those first two seasons. 

His last three years, Lancaster High 
won 59 of 71 games and made two trips 
to the state tournament quarterfinals. 
When Beau was a senior, the team bare- 
ly missed getting to the final four, los- 
ing by three points to Canton Hoover, 
“in front of 6,000 of their fans,” says 
Arden Reid. 

By then Beau had signed a letter of 
intent to attend Ohio University, and 
Arden no longer dreamed of someday 
going into the health spa business. 

He had worked at that for a while in 
his spare time. His long-range plan had 
been to establish and monitor corporate 
exercise programs. 

“But I was too young and didn’t have 
the capital,” he says. 

Besides, as his record indicates, he 
was an excellent coach, a fact that did 
not go unnoticed by Nee. 

“He’s a great teacher,” says Nee. 

So when he was hired by Nebraska, 
Nee contacted Reid about coming along 
as an assistant. “I’ve got so much faith 
in Coach Nee, I’m willing to give up the 
security I’ve established here,’ Reid said 
when his hiring was announced. ‘We 
believe in the same things, philosophi- 
cally. He’s an enthusiastic guy. He really 
gets you fired up.” 

Beau felt the same way and immedi- 
ately set in motion a transfer. 

Because his family was moving to 
Lincoln so his father could become an 
assistant at Nebraska, Beau could have 
been eligible immediately. But he spent 
his first season as a redshirt. 

He practiced and suited up for games 
(on the road as well as at home) but 
didn’t play. He just watched and learned. 

During the summer following that 
first year in Nebraska, Beau traveled to 
China with a Big Eight all-star team 
coached by Kansas State’s Lon Kruger. 

Among other things, he saw the For- 
bidden City, the Ming Tombs, the Great 
Wall and the Bejing Zoo. 

He also learned a lesson about the na- 
ture of international basketball compe- 
tition. “They play rough over there,” he 
said on his return. “I don’t think there’s 
any possible way it’s going to be rough- 


er in the Big Eight. People might look 
at me and laugh. But the international 
game is so physical, people wouldn’t be- 
lieve it. They can’t comprehend it.” 

Not that he was intimidated by such 
physical play. High school basketball in 
Ohio prepared him well. 

When he began playing for NU as a 
redshirt freshman, Beau made it clear 
he wasn’t one to back down, 

He puts in a mouthpiece before each 
game and plays aggressively. 

At first, Beau may have been too ag- 
gressive, which caused him some foul 
problems. “He tried so hard the first few 
games,” says Arden. “That tends to 
make you get out of control.” 

During the Kansas game in Lawrence 
a year ago, Beau drew four personal 
fouls in 15 minutes. He also drew more 
than his share of verbal abuse from the 
partisan fans after getting involved in 
pushing and shoving with KU’s Chris 
Piper and Keith Harris. 

Kansas fans also held a grudge against 
Reid, who hita 12-foot, fade-away jump 
shot at the buzzer to beat the Jayhawks, 
70-68, at the Devaney Sports Center. 

By the rematch with Kansas, however, 
Beau was able to handle such things, just 
as he handled a personal battle with 
Colorado's Brian Robinson when the 
Buffaloes came to Lincoln. 

Robinson played only 22 minutes be- 
fore being charged with his fifth per- 
sonal foul for pushing Reid. 

On another occasion, Robinson “‘put 
a fist in the middle of his (Beau’s) chin,” 
Nee said afterward. “Most people prob- 
ably would have poked the guy. Beau 
really showed a lot of self-control. I was 
very happy how he handled that.” 

This season, during the Missouri 
game in Lincoln, Reid was knocked to 
the floor after being elbowed by Tiger 
center Gary Leonard and punched in the 
back of the head by Missouri’s Antho- 
ny Peeler, who apparently was upset by 
a screen Beau had set. 

Both times, Beau walked away. 
Although he’s not one to back down 
from such things, he didn’t retaliate. 

Still, he continues to play hard. 

“That’s something innate,’ Arden 
says. “It seems like coaches’ kids have 
more of an ability to generate that in- 
tensity within themselves. Beau is able 
to play within himself. He’s very in- 


tense, He was that way in high school.” 

Beau started two seasons for his dad. 
He was good enough to play with the 
varsity as a sophomore, “but I kept him 
on the JVs,” says Arden. 

Coaches have special problems when 
their sons are on their teams. 

Beau's sophomore year, “there were 
only juniors and seniors on the varsity, 
and I didn’t want him to be saddled with 
that (burden) too soon,” Arden says. 
“We had a good team. It was senior- 
dominated. And I thought we could be 
successful without Beau.” 

As a junior, Beau “was fortunate to 
play with a group of very good seniors. 
He was the only junior in the top eight, 
and he could just play,” says Arden. 

“He could be tuned in. He had a role. 
He was basically a passer to big kids in- 
side. He knew if he did what he was 
supposed to do, we'd win.” 

And the team did. 

His senior year, Beau had to assume 
considerably more responsibility. He 
was the only player with significant ex- 
perience, which meant he had to be a 
scorer, a passer and, most important, a 
leader, ‘someone who could develop 
cohesiveness,” says Arden, 

To that end, Beau played in four sum- 
mer leagues before his senior year. So 
did his high school teammates. 

“He called the other guys and got 
them to play, too,’ Arden says. “‘He or- 
ganized them, pulled them together.” 

Beau, who stood 67 by then, aver- 
aged 22.8 points, 10.2 rebounds and 4.8 
assists as a senior, playing small forward 
and off guard. 

Despite the frustration of Big Eight 
play this season, Nebraska’s basketball 
future looks bright, in large measure be- 
cause of Reid and 7-2 center Rich King, 
who's also a sophomore. 

In a non-conference victory over 
Wyoming, for example, Reid scored 16 
points and grabbed six rebounds. He 
was also credited with 10 assists. 

Beau doesn’t perform that way every 
time out — not yet. But he will, even- 
tually. He has the physical ability and 
the knowledge of the game to be an all- 
conference performer. 

Nee could see that long ago, during 
a question-and-answer session at a sum- 
mer basketball camp in Lancaster, 
Ohio. @ 
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Two-time All-Big Eight quarterback 
Steve Taylor is headed to Edmonton to 
play for the Eskimos in the Canadian 
Football League. “It seems like every- 
where I go it’s colder,” Taylor said with 
a grin. “‘Actually, I got the best deal and 
my best chance with them.” 

Former NU I-back Keith Jones has 
signed a contract with the Cleveland 
Browns for next fall. Jones originally 
signed with the Los Angeles Rams but 
didn’t play in four games before getting 
hurt, making the injured reserve list for 
12 weeks. 

All but three NU football seniors 
who have not graduated yet have en- 
rolled for school at Nebraska this 
semester. ‘‘We’re always hoping for a 
100 percent graduation rate, but we 
know that’s not always possible,’ NU 
football academic head Roger Grooters 
said. “But we’re making headway and 
we have the right attitude.” 

Junior Bryant, a top recruit out of 
Omaha Creighton Prep, chose Notre 
Dame over Nebraska, but Tom Osborne 
said there wasn’t much he could do 
about it. “He said he wanted to go out 
of state and I figured we'd leave Nebras- 
ka in Nebraska, so that was it,” Osborne 
said. 

Nebraska recruit Troy Branch of 
Camden, N.J., when asked what his 
other favorite sports were besides foot- 
ball, answered “chess.” When _ this 
reporter decided to test this statement 


Keith Jones 


46 March 1989 


CONFIDENTIALLY 


a 


Steve Taylor 


by asking, “‘what would you do if I 
opened pawn to queen four.” He quick- 
ly answered, “well, I'd use the Sicilian 
defense, you know the same one that 
Bobby Fisher used in the world cham- 
pionships.”” 

NU recruit Gerry Irons is the son 
of former All-Pro Gerald Irons of the 
Oakland Raiders and the Cleveland 
Browns. ‘Dad has never pushed us into 
sports, he always let us choose for our- 
selves,’ Gerry said. “But he was a big 
help in my going through the recruiting 
process and I can say he helped me pick 
Nebraska.” 

Former NU safety Mark Blazek, 
who was named the Toyota Leadership 
Award winner, as well as Academic All- 
American and Academic All-Big Eight, 
will pursue his studies in graduate 
school where he hopes to continue 
studies, as does teammate and academ- 
ic All-Big Eight tackle Bob Sledge. 

The discussions about changes in 
the Nebraska offense reached a new 
high after the Orange Bowl loss to Mi- 
ami. But former Nebraska chancellor 
Woody Varner said, when discussing 
Osborne’s predictability: ‘‘Predictabil- 
ity, for 27 consecutive winning seasons, 
a number of Big Eight championships, 
20 consecutive bowl games and the best 
offense in the country over the last 10 
years. If that’s predictability, then we 
want it.” 

Broderick Thomas is making 
appearances across Nebraska, signing 
posters and autographs for his many 


fans. “I’m just waiting until the draft, 
but I’ll always be a Nebraskan,” he said. 
Rumors have it that the Kansas City 
Chiefs would like to have Thomas on the 
same defense with last year’s No. | pick 
Neil Smith, formerly of Nebraska. 
Former Cornhusker Rod Smith, 
now living in Colorado, said he will try 
one more time for a shot at pro football. 
Hampered by an ankle injury last year, 
Smith made it through the first cut. 
Receivers Coach Ron Brown per- 
sonally helped the family of the late Vic- 
tor Stachmus through the tragic death 
of the NU recruit last month. ‘Victor's 
courage and strength and personal com- 
mitment to God, helped him and his fa- 
mily through the ordeal,’ Brown said. 
Randall Jobman, NU linebacker, 
and Monte Kratzenstein, NU tight end, 
were on the cover of the Nebraska Farm- 
er Magazine recently. Jobman of Lisco, 
Neb., and Kratzenstein, of a rural area 
near Gothenburg, Neb., are both farm- 
ranch kids. ‘Making the cover of 
Nebraska Farmer is a bigger deal back 
home than making the cover of Sports 
Illustrated,’ Kratzenstein joked. 
Although Nebraska has had just 
two Prop 48 scholarship recruits in three 
years, NU coach Tom Osborne is still 
against the provisions that require a par- 
ticular score on a standardized test. 
“The scores on those tests have only a 
05 percent correlation between the 
scores and predictability of college 
grades. Whereas, the grades in high 
school have a very high correlation in 
terms of college grades.”’ He is also op- 
posed to the new NCAA rule, Proposal 
42, that would not allow schools to give 
athletic scholarships to partial academ- 
ic qualifiers. Nebraska has none of 
those, but he is still against the idea. 
Nebraska’s two Prop 48 players, 
Will Thomas, younger brother of 
Broderick, has qualified, and Tim Her- 
man of Lincoln Southeast transferred to 
Peru State College in Nebraska. Last 
year, two non-qualifiers, Kevin Ramaek- 
ers of Norfolk Catholic and Ernie Bel- 
er of Bayonne, N.J., enrolled at 
Nebraska as part-time students and did 
not join the team. If they take and pass 
the SAT or ACT tests before June of this 
year, they will qualify and be able to 
pick up their scholarships and join the 
football team next fall. 
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you draw up a winning game plan. A game plan that will assure your family’s 
financial security, protect you against the high cost of illness, and build funds — 
tax sheltered — for a more comfortable retirement. 


Call today. Helping you become a financial winner is our full-time career. 


These are some of the many New York Life Agents in this area — all good people to know. 
Lincoln General Office: ., 


Joe Viock, CLU, ChFC 
Omaha 
(402) 496-6400 


Kari L. Kollmorgen Ken R. Wilson, General Manager ba aaa 
Cindy Roquette, Office Manager incotn 
Donald Hunter, Sales annoet 2) 3708575 
Cheryl A. Kefuss, Training Supervisor 
1506 FirsTier Building 

Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 

(402) 476-8575 


Nebraska General Office: 


Jerry L. Roberts, General Manager 
Paul R. Hogan, CLU, Office Manager 
Gary D. Phillips, Sales Manager 

Eloy S. Arellano, Sales Manager 
David A. Skutnik, Sales Manager 


Lincoln 
(402) 476-8575 


Roger W. Penland 


Omaha William Stott, Jr.. Sales Manager é : Kar? Kons 
(492) 496-6400 James H. Moore, CLU, ChFC, Training Manager (402) 476-8575 


Phillip L. Bowers, CLU, ChFC Training Supervisor 
11506 Nicholas, Street 

Omaha, Nebraska 68154 

(402) 496-6400 


Sioux City General Office: y ~ 

Mel Adema, General Manager 4 

George W. Molesworth, CLU, Office Manager 

Fred Hahne, CLU, Sales Manager 

Dick Peschau, Sales Manager 

Greg Jensen, Sales Manager 

1 geal Ht R. Roewert Pat O’Roarke, Sales Manager ero, nee 
maha Don Means, Training Manager 

- td) Be 5200 Larry Lindstrom, Training Supervisor Omaha O02 Sone 

. 600 Fourth Street, Suite 900 

Sioux City, lowa 51101 


(712) 279-8800 


New York Life.For all of your life. 


Life, Health, Disability Income, Group Insurance, Annuities, Pension Plans. 


BradD. Tomek 
Omaha 
(402) 496-6400 


Frederic L.A. Cady 
CLU, ChFC 


Omaha: (402) 496-6400 


David M. LeGrand -Mari Daniel R. Ewers 


E Hal D. Haeker Vea c Wedhams Darryl B. Hunter Kermit R. Erickson 
Nebraska City ings O'Neill (402) 336-4245 Lincoli Alma Lincoln Arcadia 
(402) 873-7477 St. Paul (308) 754-4749 (308) 928-2900 ey 488-9 9092 (402) 476-8575 (308) 789-6507 


